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On The Caver 

A U.S, Army sniper team from Jalalabad 
Provincial Reconstruction Team (PRT) 
scans the horizon after reports of 
suspicious activity along the hilltops near 
Dur Baba, Afghanistan, Oct 19,2006. 
(U.S. Army photo by CpI. Bertha Flores) 
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SPEAK UKE A NATIVE 

Professional Secrets for 
Mastering Foreign Languages 
by Michael D. Janich 
This is a distillation of the techniques 
used by professional linguists from the 
Defense Language institute. State 
Department, CIA, NSA and other gov¬ 
ernment agencies, it includes the 10 
rules for establishing and achieving 
your goals, the author's unique 12-step 
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51/2x81^ softcover, photos, 136 pp. #SLN $19.00 
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Beret who is military-cerUfied in 
seven languages, promises that his 
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51/2x81/2, softcover, 176 pp. #QD $20.00 
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Our Snipers Have Spoken... 
Now It’s Your Turn! (Part 2) 


DearSOF'ers, 

Below is one of many letters we are 
receiving regarding the series we are 
publishing detailing the trials and tribu¬ 
lations of our Marine and Army snipers. 
Since we have obviously hit a nerve, we 
have decided to take action to try and 
get the sclerotic Col. Blimps in the Penta¬ 
gon to correct these problems. So, send 
copies of this article, starting on page 14, 
to your Congressman and Senator and 
ask them to contact the Pentagon for an 
explanation and what they are going to 
do to correct these deficiencies. We will 
print the responses you receive in SOF. 
LeVs give 'em hell! - Robert K. Brown, 
Editor/Publisher 

Dear Mr. Brown, 

I’m writing in response to your ar¬ 
ticle in “Soldier of Fortune” about the 
misuse of snipers in our military. An 
associate of mine sent you some of my 
comments I had posted on a discus¬ 
sion forum, and I’d like to elaborate 
on some of the issues. 

There is a Sniper Employment Of¬ 
ficers Course offered at Ft. Benning, 
GA, however it is greatly lacking, 
and isn’t mandatory for Infantry of¬ 
ficers. My understanding is that the 
Army also touches base with sniper 
ops during lOBC (Infantry Officers 
Basic Course), but it is even more 
limited. It’s become blatantly appar¬ 
ent that many commanding officers 
and platoon leaders plan the employ¬ 
ment of snipers based largely on their 
Hollywood impression, and are rarely 
listening to the input and advice pre¬ 
sented by the enlisted ranks. In my 
battalion, our sniper employment of¬ 
ficer was the battalion sniper section 
leader until he was promoted and 


became a platoon sergeant in a line 
company. His replacement was an E- 
5 sergeant, and although more than 
capable, didn’t have the rank to make 
any headway with the chain of com¬ 
mand. 

As a result, the majority of our 
missions involved being on protective 
Security Details (PSD) for the chain of 
command, or as extra bodies in TAC 
vehicles. We were utilized in over¬ 
watch positions, but most were overt. 
Also during the planning process the 
sniper teams involved were extremely 
rarely conferred with, and it showed 
that we were usually an afterthought. 

Our interdiction missions were of¬ 
ten canceled last minute when some 
over-zealous officer decided he was 
going to make a name for himself by 
capturing our target instead. I waited 
in a hide-site three weeks to take 
down the head of a black-market fuel 
ring who was funding the primary ter¬ 
ror group in the region. I literally had 
him in my sights, but when I called for 
the go-ahead, I was told to remain in 
over-watch while two platoons moved 
into blocking positions and captured 
him. This sort of thing has happened 
too many times to list them all, and 
was quite disheartening. 

Given the current rise in enemy 
sniper ops, especially since CNN 
aired the footage of Jaysh al Islami 
(Islamic Army) killing American sol¬ 
diers in Baghdad, proper employment 
is paramount. Some senior officers 
have began talking about counter¬ 
sniper operations, but little is getting 
accomplished and snipers’ input isn’t 
being heard as loudly as it should. 

Yours truly, 

A former military sniper ^ 
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Keep the Battle Wagons 



USS Wisconsin (BB64) rests as a museum at her berth in Norfolk, Virginia. Still bristling 
with big guns, her guns are now silent. As a floating fire base, the old battle wagons are hard 
to beat. U.S. Navy photo by Gunners Mate P* Cass Thomas J. Downey 


1 agree with Lt. Col. North on saving 
the battlewagon. Not only is it an awe¬ 
some shore bombardment platform with 
16” guns, but with missiles it can reach 
hundreds of miles inland. We need to be 
creative in its use. If the Navy doesn’t 
want to keep this useful relic around 
maybe the Marines could get their hands 
on it and man it themselves. After all, 
they did it with their own air arm. Why 
not lease it out to the Israelis when they 
need one. In the last mess they had they 
could have used one. One battlewagon 
can put more ordnance on the beach in 
a matter of hours than a carrier air wing 
can in a week. 

Keep up the great mag and God 
bless our troops. 


▼ From the Darkhorse Snipers 

My name is Sergeant Amatangelo Pasciuti 
and I am the section leader for Scout Sniper 
Section 4 with the 3”* Battalion, 5th Marine 
Regiment. 1 am contacting you because I 
was flattered to see that SOF picked up the 
sniper story. My roommate Sgt. Kevin Home¬ 
stead and I were wondering if it would be 
at all possible to find out some information 
on obtaining copies of the magazine with 
our story. I have been looking at some of the 
stores on base and have been unsuccessful 
in my quest. Kevin and 1 wanted to thank 
you for publishing the story and helping to 
spread the memory of our fallen brothers. 
He and I were just glad to have had a part 
in closing a chapter of terror. Thank you for 
your time and I look forward to your reply. 
If you would like any more pictures of him 
and 1 with the insurgent or the rifle for your 
personal ^ecord^ please let me know. 

Sgt Amatangelo Pusciuti 
3/5 Scout Sniper Platoon 
“Banshee 4'^ 
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He Survived The Lair 


We never had the opportunity to con¬ 
nect our elk camp with your elk camp 
during the recent hunt; we required the 
entire allotted time to collect our elk, 
but I’m happy to report we were suc¬ 
cessful. I hope you were too! 

My recent visit to SOF HQ was most 
gratifying; your “office” (lair) is remark¬ 
able. Thanks for the hospitality. 

This is past due, and whilst I’m writ¬ 
ing I’d like to say it: Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine is Kifaru’s most outstanding 


Steven Moen 
Beulah ND 


advertising venue, and by a large mar¬ 
gin. 1 think it’s because of the magazine, 
and what you’ve made of it. IPs the 
landmark, the touchstone, in the world 
of those who are willing to actually put 
themselves on the line for freedom. 

Thanks for what you and your col¬ 
leagues do. I am very aware that copies 
of Soldier of Fortune (including ancient, 
tattered issues) are to be found every¬ 
where such men gather. 

The users of our military gear and 
your readers are the same men. And 
so of course we advertise with you! 
Always will. And are very happy to sup¬ 
port your efforts. 

Keep on truckin’. 

Patrick Smith 
Kifaru International 


Same Team - Different Mission 



Your copies are on their Way! 


I was reading... in the December FLAK, concerning the Air Force. 
To all the jarheads, grunts, etc.: The Air Force never was designed, for¬ 
mulated, or thought-out to be, frontline troops. The Air Force mission 
is entirely different than that of any other branch of the service. Think 
about it: Our frontline troops are officers, they fly aircraft, launch bal- 
lis^q warheads, bomb targets of choice, clear the air space of enemy 
aircraft and soften up the front line to make the grunts’job easier. We’re 
neyer going to hold-that-beach, or lake-that-hill. The enlisted men will 
provide the support for those aircraft to fly and fight. In the past we were 
selected and tested for our brainpower, individuality and teamwork was 
stressed but not overly emphasized. We worked to get aircraft in the air 
and complete the mission. Very few of us actually saw frontline action, 
except defending the airfield. Quit trying to make us grunts. 

Zoomit ^ 
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4 Christmas at Arlington: These wreaths - some 5,000 - 
are donated by the Worcester Wreath Co. of Harrington, Maine. 
The owner, Merrill Worcester, not only provides the wreaths, 
but covers the trucking expense as well. He’s done this since 
1992. Yes, some Americans really care. Photo: Courtesy Ar¬ 
lington National Cemetery 
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► This little boy is playing in the water outside his home.....a few weeks ago 
nobody in this village of 5,000 had running water. We recently completed this projec! 
(pipe scheme) that brought water to 300 homes. This pipe scheme captures water ir 
a Mountain stream a few miles away and pumps it into the Mountain Village (roughly 
6000 feet). The project was completed by the villagers; It cost about 15K. My en 
gineers inspected it throughout its construction to ensure it was being assembled 
properly. It is funny, none of the homes have water inside. They want it outside. The 
villagers say that water belongs outside because it is messy. A lot of folks think that 
we are defeating the Taliban and A1 Qaeda over here in gunfights. This is not so. We 
do have fights with them, a lot of them lately...and we haven’t lost one yet. But, we are 
truly defeating this enemy, permanently defeating him that is, by providing hope to a 
long-neglected population. We provide these folks hope. All the bad guys provide is 
more violence. Photo: Mike, courtesy Jetjy Sullivan Continued on page 46 


A Afghan Schoolhouse: We have often mentioned some of the 
hard-charging troopers in Afghanistan befriended by Jerry Sullivan. 
Here’s some of the work they do, and Mike’s (the Old Man) note on 
why: “The kids over here are just as special as those in the states. 
By raising a generation of children with hope that are not motivated 
by hate, we will take the wind out of the terrorists sails! I was 
recently asked if we only do reconstruction. No, we spend a lot of 
time working with the police, army and border police. I intention¬ 
ally don’t talk much about the fighting because its not so important 
to me. We do meet up with the enemy on a regular basis and have 
to twist him up every now and again, but what is winning the war 
is the reconstruction, not the fighting. So, we focus on that. Some 

of you have asked if its OK to pass the photos along . sure. I think 

it’s a good thing for folks to know there is more going on in Afghani¬ 
stan than car bombs. Photo: Mike, courtesy Jerry Sullivan 


A USAF medic John Gebhardt in Iraq; This 
little Iraqi girl’s entire family was executed. The 
bad guys intended to execute her also and shot her 
in the head but they failed. She was cared for by 
Gebhardt’s hospital unit and is on the mend, but 
had been crying and moaning. John was the only 
one she seemed to calm down with, so John spent 
many nights holding her while they both slept in a 
chair. It may not make sense to some people, but 
this pretty well represents what America is trying to 
do in Iraq. Family photo , courtesy Joe Armstrong 
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You’re tasked with comf^ding the most feared fighting force on the planet Wfth 4-piayer oa-op campaigns that reward teamwork,wi^ons and 
an intense, relentless enemy that’s smarter than ever before, you’ll be challenged to (tie fullest at efvery turn. Tlis battle awarts^ tfie mtssion Is clear. 
Now the only question is: have you got what it takes to stand alongside the best of the best? - *" . " 
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. thei-US Special for^Gorntnunify during operation 
Iraqi Freedom,’Up l^jGeptor E&B features 
Dark bps pate'nt^nding Whip NotGh^,,A 
full 270 fegree's of^^pping area area 
useful underwater or with gloves in 
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BREACH AN ENTRY i;0 END 
A SEVEN-HOUR HOSTAGE STANDOFF 




Even though elite tactical teams declare 
a mission successful when objectives are 
met and no shots are fired, nothing is more 
important to them than a firearm that functions 
reliably. For that reason. Springfield Armory is 
the choice of professionals from Quantico to 
locations classified. Whatever the reasons 
for your 1911 clearing the holster, 
your demand for reliability should be A 

equal to that of the pros. jK 

Demand Springfield Armory. 
springfieldarmory.com 
800>680-^6866 


S 


Sprin^eld Custom Profe$«!)io]ul Light Hail, 
currently on duty with the FBI Hostage 
Rescue Team ajid regioital SWAT teams. 







Editor^s Note: None of the troops in the photos accompanying 
this article were authors of any of the letters that comprise this 
article. Photos were selected for topical interest, came mostly from 
DoD sources, and are individually credited. The following letters 
were very lightly edited for clarity and space. 


Not uncommonly, the military mis¬ 
sion following a successful invasion 
evolves into sorting out various warring 
internal factions in order that Democ¬ 
racy might have a chance to take root, 
as is the case in Iraq. At this point, the 
liberators become seen as occupiers, 
and mission success may well hinge on 
winning the hearts and minds of the 
population. Working against this is the 
costly synergism between a high-pro¬ 
file military presence and any collat¬ 
eral damage caused by military activity, 
when it comes to how the liberated per¬ 
ceive the liberators. 

One of the lowest-profile tools avail¬ 
able, which by its very nature is so 
precise as to be the least-likely tool to 
cause collateral damage, is the elite cad¬ 
re of American military snipers. They 
are also one of the most cost-effective 
military tools available. 

This two-part article, comprising let¬ 
ters from individual American snipers 


serving in the Middle East, exposes a 
story of the neglect, misuse or handi¬ 
capping of one of the most precise, cost- 
effective military tools we have on the 
ground. Where a problem is mentioned 
by more than one correspondent, the re¬ 
dundancy has not been editorially cor¬ 
rected, in order not to skew the reader’s 
perception of the pervasiveness of that 
particular problem. We will let the writ¬ 
ers candidly speak for themselves. 

LETTER 1: 

“...A Flatter Flying Round” 

Maybe a flatter flying round, so [I’d] 
guess something more like the 300 WinMag 
or 300 WSM would be much better than the 
new M84A8, or give regular sniper teams a 
300WinMag. 

LEnER2: 

“Remain Visible” 

“In June we lost a man to sniper fire 
and they still insisted that we remain vis¬ 


ible.” 

1. When securing convoy routes and 
providing over-watch for transnational as¬ 
sembly members we were actually asked 
to place ourselves in “highly visible” 
locations to deter insurgent activity. We 
were disgusted that someone would have 
us place ourselves in a position to receive 
enemy fire, as opposed to well-hidden loca¬ 
tions where we could interdict enemy fight¬ 
ers and put accurate fire on their positions. 
We felt as though we were just “pegs” on a 
playing board to be moved around by some 
General or war planner. What a prize it 
must have been for insurgents to see U.S. 
soldiers on a rooftop with scoped rifles and 
binos like big silhouette targets!!! 

3. Another issue in Central Baghdad is 
that the city never sleeps. No matter what 
time of day or night you moved into a hide 
site someone saw you or noticed your move¬ 
ment. We always used the curfew hours to 
move about and insert but it never failed, 
no matter how careful you were somehow 
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Sgt. Jan Carios Manzano, a sniper team member from Company D, 2nd Bn, 
22nd infantry Regiment, provides security for fellow soldiers in the viilage 
ofSbiaha, Iraq. Photo: U.S. Army by SSG Kevin L. Moses 


yon ended up compromised - if not by the 
adnlts, then the nosey children the next 
morning. Urban operations are extremely 
difficult in a city of that size and popula¬ 
tion. Although the cnrfew said yon couldn’t 
be out at night on the roads some busi¬ 
nesses still had people at their locations 
working, i.e. bakers and security personnel 
at banks and businesses. 

3. Central Baghdad had way too many 
high-ranking officers that wanted to im¬ 
pose their wonderful thoughts and ideas on 
yon, insisting that if we listened to them 
we would make a big difference. The prob¬ 
lem was that none or very few of them had 
any operational experience. Sometimes we 
thought we were acting out movie scenes 
because the op orders were so ridiculous. 
Example; We had two soldiers shot by an 
insurgent sniper within 10 days of each 
other, both at the same location within a 
few yards of each other. The answer? Place 
my sniper team on over-watch and have a 
foot patrol walk up and down the street 


to “draw fire” so that I could identic the 
shooter and take him out. I am not kidding 
yon, it was dubbed “Operation Night crawl¬ 
er” because the soldiers were like bait on 
a hook. This came out of the main Infantry 
Division who was in Iraq in BOOS! 

I could go on and on but won’t because 
it is upsetting to think about again. I hope 
these are the kind of issues yon were look¬ 
ing for, if yon need anything else please let 
me know. I may be heading back over for 
my 3rd tour early next year (as a security 
contractor this time) I’ll keep in touch. 

LEHERS: 

“...Knowledge of Employment Is Defi¬ 
nitely A Hoge issue” 

When we were in-theater, we were 
tasked with keeping the roads open. Not a 
problem, however, they would put a MAPP 
team all around us. There was NO WAY a 
bad guy was going to do something stupid 
with those guys sitting there. 

They also made us a non-factor there. 


MilSpeak for 
Brown-Boots and Civvies 

ACU’s Army Combat Uniform 

B4 Army Sniper MOS 

BC Batallion Commander 

CSI Crime Scene Investigation 

DA Department of the Army 

FFP Forward Rring Position 

GS vs. DS General Support Vs. Direct Sup¬ 
port 

IBA Individual Body Armor/Interceptor 

Body Armor 

lED Improvised Explosive Device 

lOBC Infantry Officer Basic Course 

MAPP Manpower and Personnel 

Plan/Mission Analysis and Perfor¬ 
mance Program 

MOS Military Occupational Specialty 

MTOE Modified Table of Organization 

and Equipment 

PID Positive Identification 

PPE Personal Protective Equipment 

QRF Quick Reaction Force 

ROE Rules of Engagement 

SAPI (SAPIs) Ceramic Plate (body armor) 

SASR Semi-Auto Sniper Rifle 

SDM Squad Designated Marksman 

SEO Sniper Employment Officer 

SGM Sergeant Major 

SNR Senior 

TL Team Leader 

TOC Tactical Operations Center 

There should be a MAPP team or some kind 
of security detachment around in case of 
compromise, but not ALL ABOUND to the 
point where yon are nothing more than a 
grunt, displaced with a bolt-action rifle and 
really cool gear. 

There are other examples, but as time 
goes on, they fade. 

LEnER4; 

“Gommanil Roesn’t Know 
How To Use Us...” 

*^..So they turned us in to a 16-inan in¬ 
fantry platoon.” 

I am in one of the Army’s new combined 
arms battalions. The biggest problem is 
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money to train us if they themselves don’t 
know how to use us. 

I left country in 2005, so some stuff 
mi|ht be fixed now. When I was there a lot 
of the issues with gear were incompetence. 
My unit’s supply sergeant thought that he 
was spending his own money and wouldn’t 
even try to get the things my teams needed. 
I had four teams in my section and the best 
gear came from [a stateside professional 
charitable organization]. It took me six 
months to get my chain of command to 
order MRK211 ammo for the .50.1 had to 
improvise in order to have night capability 
for the riflescopes. 

LEmRS: 

“EmplopentWas An Issue 
AIIByltseir...” 

Emplo 3 nnent was an issue all by itself. 
My company commander would listen to 
me and let me employ in the company area 
as I saw fit. But the problems in our area 
extended outside the company area. I tried 
to get the go-ahead for missions through¬ 
out the battalion sector and kept getting 
turned down by the BC because he was 
afraid of ns getting hurt. The big problem is 
he always wanted to keep vehicle support 
close by, but that would do nothing more 
than draw attention to our location and 
the Irak’s would not try anything, so the 
movement would stop - not very produc¬ 
tive! I also ran into trouble with a couple 
of lieutenants who thought thqr knew the 
capability of my rifle, and my shooting. 
Their theory was that I needed to be within 
BOOM of my objective area to be effective. 
They wouldn’t listen and all it did was get 
me shot at more than I would have liked. 
I did get the chance to prove them wrong: 
I was on over-watch for a Delta mission, 
when the shit hit the fan, and a car fled 
the area, to where they loaded some RPG’s 
in it and were heading back at them. I took 
the shot at 1200m and put one through the 
engine block. Old Hai^i was detained, with 
force. Those two lieutenants didn’t ques¬ 
tion me anymore. 

LETTER 6: 

“Being OpCon To Units That Oon1 
Have Snipers in Their MTBE” 

I would say the biggest problem my unit 
had was being OpGon to units that don’t 
have Snipers in their MTOE, and then try¬ 
ing to employ my soldiers. Problem number 
two, we were a light infantry line company. 
We had no sniper slots on our MTOE. We 
had to adapt, knowing full well that we 
would have to eventually do these mis¬ 
sions. We begged for slots at Sniper School 
and the Designated Marksman Course but 
[higher headquarters] did not think it was 
a priority. Therefore we had to make do 


Spc. Jimmy Wilkes, a sniper from the 172nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, puiis overwatch security 
for fellow Gis during a patrol in Mosul, Iraq. With their superior range and accuracy, snipers can keep 
enemy sharpshooters-and crew-served weapons - at bay. Photo: USAF by Tech. Sgt. John M. Foster 


that our higher chain of command doesn’t 
know how to use us so they turned us in to 
a 16-man infantry platoon. We have been 
in Iraq since December and I can count all 
the sniper type missions we’ve done on 
one hand. We have offered many times to 
inform them of what we are capable of but 
they refused it. We submitted briefings and 
power point presentations and they would 
kick them back because of spelling errors 
or punctuation bullshit. Listen to this: We 
had a suppressor company come out for a 
day to show us their stuff. Our battalion 
operations officer (S3) said he was not im¬ 


pressed: “I don’t understand why you need 
these things when we are getting combat 
ear plugs” We knew we were screwed from 
then on. 

We were told that our missions need to 
be submitted 72 hours in advance so they 
can be cleared by DIVISION. WTF is that 
about? We have had hundreds of lED at¬ 
tacks on the same route, we lost several 
guys on that road and they still wouldn’t 
put us out there. I’m trying to give you 
a good idea of what goes on in some of 
these units. These commanders need to be 
educated on how to use us. Why waste the 


Sniper section leader SSG Logan Sirbert, Headquarters and Headquarters Co., 1st Bn, 15th infantry 
Regiment, 3rd ID, Task Force Liberty, emerges from a room he has just searched, while cover is pro¬ 
vided by SSG Fritz Autenrieth, Section B team leader. Photo: U.S. Army by Sgt. Matthew Acosta 
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WORN By SPECIAL OPS AND SHAT 
JEAHS HORLDHIDE 


THE BRIGHTEST LIGHT EVER PUT IN A WATCH WITH A RECHARGEABLE BATTERY 


WWW.SPEC1ALDPSWATCH.COM 

FEATURES: INTERNAL UGHT MODE: UGHTS UP THE DIAL EXTERNAL LIGHT MODE: BRIGHTEST UGHT EVER IN A WATCH CAN BE SEEN UP TO ONE MILE IN THE DARK 
USED BY TACTICAL TEAMS TO UGHT UP MAPS, ALSO USED FOR SURVIVAL/OISTRESS SIGNAL AND MANY OTHER PURPOSES AND FUNCIIDNS- ELECTROMAGNETIC 
RECHARGEABLE BATTERY ICHARGER INCLUDED] WATCH CAN BE CHARGED JUST BY PLACING THE WATCH ON THE CHARGER OVERNIGHT PICTURE). IB YEAR 
RECHARGEABLE UTHIUM BATTERY. ADJUSTABLE BAND USING AN ALLEN KEY BUPPUED 3 YEAR UMITED WARRANTY LIMITED EDITIDN JNDIVinUAU-t NUMBERED. 
THE MTM PRD DPS UNE DF TACTICAL TIME PIECES ARE EXCLUSIVELY AVAILABLE THROUGH AMERICAN WATCH COMPANY. 

AMERICAN WATCH COMPANY FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL 1-800-862-6 772 
1225 SOUTH GRAND AVe. LOS ANGELES, CA 90015 OUTSIDE THE USA 213-765“0765 




SOLID STAINLESS STEEL 
WATCH AND BAND 
RECHARGEABLE BATTERY 
330FT WATER RESISTANT 
SCREW DOWN CROWN 
SCRATCH RESISTANT CRYSTAL 
CARBON FIBRE DIAL 
SUPER LUMINOUS NUMBERS 


"THUNDER HAWK" 


FINISH 


$ 450.00 

(PLUS 112.95 5&H) 


^ "BLACK HAWK" 

' STAINLESS STEEL 
BLACK FINISH 
ION PLATING 








sNPER'S 1X.4X RED DDT TITANIUM 
LIFfcTIVE VVARRANTED close QUARTER BATTLE 
SC^DPE 'LLUr^tNATEC. FUCNTIDN AS A RE- 
. FL^ SIGHT SEAf-^l^'SSi-T TO A 4 POWER 

f O^C 



What makes a riflescope worth nearly 6000 dollars... 

• A Forged and milled pure titanium body. « 

• Impact resistance to more than 5000 times the force of gravity. ' 

• Lanses of utterly flawless transmissivity & composited to aspheric lens elements to ellminat# cluo- 

m\K afrerrstions. j 

• lPrDpniEtary-23[>-*4l5 degree stable pure optical glass | I 

•24 vacuum Bertrillium-Zantitium™ multicoating, raises the light transmission c<jEffici^nEsto ha- 
yontf anything achieved to date. 1 

• Massive 56mm primary objective lenses offer nearly triple the light transmission area of tesser da- 
slgTts. 

■ Vacuum and lifetime sealed with a mixture of nitrogen and rare earth gasses. * 

• Vaporless. fogless, mirageless, & unaffected by atmospheric ranges from below sea: leveita 5 miles 
ahovs it. 

•^Waterffroof for sea-ops, dustproof for desert warfare & ergonomically campatibla with arciic gloves 
or dasert roof-top heat. , 

■ Revol^utionaryfnonft foca^ plane reticle design that dramatically reduces parallax & profvides an im- 
movable reticle plane with variable power accuracy identical to 

fixeJ p&wer designs. I 

• Selective ranging at power allows for 1 fourth to 1 milli- . ■ ! 

iadbn ranging, zoomable as needed. 


■ Fnantfocal plane variable power illumination to 
|he reticle & you have a warfighting optic bor¬ 
dering the ineomparablB. 




TVE REVOLUTICWARy 5 X-SSX. .■rMAr!s_Tj 1 

TACTiC^Al .RlF5_EfeCO% AFt 

TP EHTFEP^E. 50 GAL CjTPG JN 

^F^.,nCE TOEm. UFEtnV^ VmFMftNTBQ 


SE5-B&3-g^Lid4pl5'n=aBLrrED B: ,CLiilS.v2LY WORLDWIDE BY DARK OPS HOLDINGS. SPRirifj^^l iLO 







































What makes a CounterSniper^'*’ Optic truly of value... put it in the hands of an American 
Warrior committed to liberty and let him annihilate those who would deny it to 
others...that value is priceless! 


Borne of a decade of development of sterile and untraceable optical rifle sighting re- 
cjuirements of Special Operations and clandestine warfare, CounterSniper Military 
Optical Gunsights Corp manufactures a line of optical weapon sighting systems and 
visible and !R laser aiming systems from COB to long range sniping and competition. 
The CMOG Titanium Line is the only tactical riflescope in the world UNCONDITION¬ 
ALLY warranted for life. Battle damage, bomb damage, even bullet impacts are cov¬ 
ered. If it is damaged unworkable, send it to us and we will fix it or give you a new one. 
CounterSniper Military Optical Gunsights Corp is Headquartered in Rochester NY, the 
imaging capital of the world. Long a primary Soviet nuclear impact target due to the 
creation of optical sighting systems for satellites, spy planes and now digital imaging 
devices, it is home to some of the premier optical creation, coating and imaging com¬ 
panies. The integration of these capabilities yield some of Americas most critical ob¬ 
servation technologies. For more info on these remarkable tools of the preservation of 
liberty, call us or see the webICall today for a free catalog! 



Limited number of US Gov. Marked Contract overruns available! ^ 

Mayshowminormarksofmountingbutfullywarrantedandavail- 

able for a limited time at 65% off. First come first served, dealers 
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margins protected! Call today! 



Seethe website 


\/VVVW.COUNTERSNIPERUSA.COM 



See the web for Titanium Series^Avenger 1040-10x-40x 30mm 
body, 56mm Primary Objective, SideFocus, Forged "ntanium IR in¬ 
visible Type 3 Hardcoat Anodized Body and Rings, Lockable Tur¬ 
rets, Proprietary-230-+485 degree stable Bertrillium-Zantitium™ 
multicoated optics with aspheric hybird primary and secondary 
lens groups. Proprietary rare eartti/nitrogen gas purged, apoc- 
hromatic lenses, hard earth sealed. Variable Tri-Color Illuminated 
TDRM Tactical Distance Ranging Mildot .25-1.0 Milliradian front 
plane reticle, 5000g test- Lifetime Unconditional Warranted. US 
Gov. Property Marked, Night Vision and Video Vision Compatible, 
Export Prohibited S5879.00 i • ,, pYRWjioNTri* 2005 
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with what we had, train our soldiers using 
our collective knowledge, and scrounge for 
what we needed (weapons etc.)* In fact we 
were not given any sniper weapons until we 
got into theater. We were then given three 
M14’s. This was cra^. My soldiers did not 
have a chance to train, were given weap¬ 
ons they had never used, and then sent in 
harms way using only the knowledge our 
leadership could give them. Here is an ex¬ 
ample of the way things are in Iraq: There 
was a Cav Troop that had half a dozen Bar¬ 
rett XM-107’s, and 81- M14’s, and three or 
four M84*s. They never employed any of 
these weapons. We begged to get them on 
the Army loan program or any other back- 
channel deal. They would not let us have 
any of them. Needless to say there are a 
lot of issues working against us over there. 
Hopefully this gives you a small perspective 
on my unit.” 

LEUER?: 

“...They Just Stopped Using 
Snipers All Together” 

The problem we are having is that they 
just stopped using snipers all together with 
my unit. We are still in Iraq (we were ex¬ 
tended) and I am in XXX. We did operate 
in XXX under our own Brigade and we did 
all kinds of Sniper Missions, [but] now that 
we are attached to another unit in XXX 
that unit feels that it is too risl^ to use 
snipers. Basically what the deal is, they 
are afraid of us dying, they are afraid of 
what the media will say if we do get killed. 
They are so scared that they will not even 
let us operate. Now I came in the military 
to do a job, and I am willing to accept the 
risk - that’s why I am a sniper. I know that 
my job is extremely high-risk, I don’t need 
some stars and bars thinking they are do¬ 
ing us favors by keeping us from doing mis¬ 
sions. We were very successful in XXX and 


could be super-successful here in XXX due 
to the lack of Sniper Operations. We need 
to be used! 

LEHERR; 

“They Don’t Want To Fund Us” 

Friends and family send us gear, or we 
spend like $70 bucks on gloves and gear. 
For us to stay hydrated for five days so we 
don’t fall out while in a hide for five days 
we have to buy are own packs etc. and you 
all help by sending scopes and cleaning 
stuff, but we are still missing a lot of stuff. 
Yon have to call up a 100 people before you 
take a shot, but if they see one of ours they 
shoot him. Our Stryker Brigade lost one last 
week due to a sniper - if we had a counter¬ 
sniper team while they were doing check¬ 
points, we might have got him first. Well I 
have got extended in Iraq for another four 
to six months. We are stuck in Baghdad and 
it sucks. We live in 810-man bays when pre¬ 
viously we had our own room. The division 
makes dumb rules - like after a long patrol, 
if you’re sweaty, the chow hall is off limits. 
I am stuck just searching blocks of houses. 
We find a lot, but the news is not there when 
we find a lot of stuff. Our replacements? 
Their snipers are getting hosed in training, 
though I heard things are getting a little bit 
better. They’re about to deploy very soon. 
But their ranges are all closed for upkeep 
or maintenance or some damned thing, so - 
wait for it - they weren’t going to be able to 
put any rounds downrange before deploy¬ 
ing; which meant the new snipers assigned 
to their sniper platoon would not have re¬ 
ceived any live-fire training. I hear now at 
least they’ve made arrangements to rent a 
range and hire a company to put their new 
guys through a basic sniper school, since 
the actual Army sniper schools are full up. 
Isn’t that freaking crazy? 


Lance Corporals Dan Laubscher (lead) and An¬ 
thony Powers, scout snipers with the 4th Ma¬ 
rine Regiment, move to the second story of an 
abandoned home in Fallujah, Iraq in search of a 
site from which to observe and report on enemy 
movements - and efficiently end hostile activity. 
Photo: USMC by L/CPL Paul Robbins, Jr. 

LETTER R: 

“Misuse of Snipers...” 

1. No decent night optics. A PVS 88 is 
on the market, but the PVS-10 is pushed 
on the units because it’s “on hand.” Em 
when a detailed operational needs state¬ 
ment was pushed forward, the “foot drag- 
gers” at Corps and DA level have taken way 
too long to answer. It took the unit before 
us almost their whole year to get XM1078, 
and we got the use of them, and it’s going 
to take us all year to get PVS 88s, just so 
the next unit can enjoy them. Same can be 
said for thermal sights, laser range finders, 
wind direction finders, mil dot calculators, 
etc. 

8. Misuse of snipers, especially by the 
Marines. The Marine unit in our sector 
(and not all of them, just some) send their 
snipers out on combat patrol as infantry 
(Army is guilty of this as well) and then 
have their snipers occupy the same position 
over and over and over again. The enemy 
here in our AO uses close quarters combat 
as their counter sniper technique, and it 
works! They scout out sniper positions, and 
then throw hand grenades, assault the posi¬ 
tion, or lay an lED against the dismounted 
egress of the sniper/SDM. This resulted in 
at least one Marine INF BN in our AO going 








A troop with Comanche Co., 2nd Bn, 5th Cav Regiment, sights a Dragunov sniper rifle, providing counter-sniper fire for his unit against attacking insurgents 
in Sadr City, Iraq. The rifle was confiscated by Comanche’s White Platoon, from an insurgent’s house. Photo: U.S. Army by Pfc. Erik LeDrew 
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black on sniper capability. 

3. Ammo. Match grade ammo for a 
regular Army unit is hard to come by. I for¬ 
get all the exact terminology, bnt by MTOE 
and training allowance they compute your 
rounds for training for the year, and even 
here in Iraq, that’s all the ammo you get to 
train with. There’s some sort of account, 
and that account dictates what the unit 
gets to train on. Then 3 rou sign for your 
Combat Load. Now, a good sniper shoots 
his combat load and his training load, then 
begs for more while he’s in the rear, and 
usually gets it. But it shouldn’t be a prob¬ 
lem anyway. There should be some sort of 
code that is easily entered for every sniper 
in your unit, regardless of MTOE, as weU 
as for different weapons systems, that will 
allow them to shoot their training loads to 
their heart’s content. We all know there’s 
no substitute for shooting for getting the 
dope on your rifle, but it’s hard to get 
that point across to someone guarding the 
ammo and the account (precious, yes, my 
precious. 1 won’t let them shoot yon, even 
if we’re in a WAR!!) 

4. No-good, brown-nosing S&Ms and SNR 
regular Army NCOs who have nothing bet¬ 
ter to do than try to enforce “uniform stan¬ 
dards’’ on good soldiers regardless of the 
fact that said S6M never leaves the FOB. 
When a sniper or SDM or security team 
member (yon need those as weU, the days 
of two man sniper OPs are gone, at least in 
urban areas) needs to climb over a wall to 
“cat burglar’’ his way into a house to set up 
a sniper OP, then the last thing he needs to 
worry about is that his plate carrier isn’t 
IBA, and therefore isn’t authorized. Or that 


while doing mission plan¬ 
ning, he got lit up by some 
shitbird who doesn’t know 
one end of an MB4 from the 
other for not wearing his 
cap, or God forbid, shooting 
at the range in less than full 
kit. Now, I keep some heat 
off the bojrn as a captain, but 
1 can’t be everywhere, all the 
time. The more snipers thqr 
flood into the regular Army, 
the more yon’U have good 
troops and good shots that 
are miserable because the 
regular Army stiU has a lot 
of 1980’sArmyinit. 

LETTER 10: 

“...Emplopent... Support¬ 
ing Arms... Suppressed 
Weapons” 

Key issues are proper em¬ 
ployment, proper doctrinal 
use of supporting arms, and 
suppressed weapons. 

Employment is a never- 
ending battle of the egos. 

Commissioned officers 
(seems to be a mainly USMC 
thing) tend to think that be¬ 
cause they read Marine Sniper they know 
everything there is to know about sniping 
and snipers. They seem to fall in love with 
water towers and other high and obvious 
places to commit suicide. They generally 
refuse to let the snipers actually plan their 
own missions based on intelligence report¬ 
ing and generally try and force snipers to 


Spc. Alex Agullan a sniper from the 155th Brigade Combat Team, attached to the 1st Marine Expedh 
tionary Unit, scans the banks of the Euphrates River where insurgents have transported mortars and 
other weapons under cover of darkness. Photo: U.S. Army by Kurt Gibbons III 


Cpi. Edward Thomas, scout sniper from 4th Marine Regiment, 11th 
MEU (SOC), keeps a watchful eye over the U.S. Embassy in Qatar, 
during a noncombatant exercise to test the emergency evacuation 
protocols called the Emergency Warden System. Photo: USMC by 
SSG Sergio Jimenez 


fit within their preconceived maneuver 
plans vice letting the sniper TL recommend 
positions based on that same plan of ma¬ 
neuver. In short, they tend to be control 
freaks. 

Supporting arms is a key issue for 
sniper teams because their organic fire¬ 
power is shit. Snipers don’t have fire¬ 
power, everybody needs to get that out of 
their head. They rely on supporting arms 
for firepower, even more so than other 
units. Since it generally took more than 
10 minutes to get 155mm fire where I was 
in Iraq, in a more active time, chances are 
the situation is even more screwed up now. 
Ten plus minutes is completely unaccept¬ 
able for supporting arms, S-5 minutes is 
correct. It’s not like the gun bunnies are 
overworked. After 10 minutes, the targets 
have generally gone away and you’re pound¬ 
ing sand. A good lED-laying team is in and 
out in less than 10 minutes. Hitting them 
with the sniper rifle is great, if they’re in 
range. Often, you’ll get one or two and the 
rest pile into the vehicle and drive away. 

Suppressed weapons are essential, both 
rifles and pistols. Suppressed 9mm’s are 
quiet enough for zapping dogs (which are 
everywhere) without 100% completely 
dooming the mission, and suppressed rifles 
give you enough enemy doubt about your 
FFP, that you might just get more of them 
before they haul tail out of there. ^ 
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From left, the Custom CDP 11™, Desert Warrior™ and Team Match ir> eadi in .45 ACP. 

Also pictured, the new Kiitiber LifeAct™ Guardian Arigel™ non-lethal self defense device. 


Kimberl911 pistols. Unequaled quality. 
Unprecedented performance. 

Kimber® builds the world’s finest production 1911 pistols. A bold statement, maybe, but backed 
by the actions of elite tactical law enforcement units, military forces and competition shooters. 

Tlie Desert Warrior is modeled after the pistol selected by the Marine Detachment assigned to 
US. Special Operations Command. Enhancements include a Tactical Rail, Sendee Melt treatment, 
G-10 Tactical Grips, bumped grip safety and the premium Dark Earth KimPro U™ finish. 

The Custom CDP II is a lightweight Custom Shop carry pistol loaded with performance features 
like carry bevel treatment, checkered front strap and trigger guard, night sights and ambidextrous 
thumb safety. 

Team Match II pistols are used by the U.S.A. Shooting Rapid Fire Pistol Team members when 
they compete on the action shooting circuit against America’s fastest guns. Features include 
stainless steel slide and frame, frontstrap checkering and Team logo grips. 

All Kimber 1911 pistols are proudly made in America, and feature match grade barrels, 
chambers and trigger groups for accuracy and absolute dependability. Kimber. Carry the best. 



Kimber RImfire Target Conversion Kits in .22 LR 
easily install on most 1911 pistol brands. 

They are available through dealers or 
direct from Kimber. 


The Custom TLE ir .45 ACP Is Idential 
to the pistol selerted by LAPD™ SWAT 
for duty carry. Features indude night sights 
and frontstrap checkering. 



For complete information on Kimber 
firearms, accessories and dealer 
locations, please send $2 to: 

Information nnd spacIflcaUons are for reference only and subject to change without notice. Firearm safety is every gun owner’s responsibility. Use and store ail firearms safely. Teach 

everyone in your home, especially children, proper firearm safety. Kimber firearms should only be purchased and used in complete compliance with all national, state and local laws. Klmbcr, Dcpt. 912, 

All suggestions for use in this ad or any Kimber literature must be taken within the context of these laws. Kimber firearms are shipped with a California-approved cable lock as a safefy measure. OnC Lawton StfOCt YonkcrS NY 1.0705 

Additionally, pistols are shipped in a iodrable high iiimact case. Use of the cable lock Btall times teeticouragedwhefi a firearm is in storage. Kiinberowners may request a free caUetodr by m^l.lticlude fonn\ oon * 

$10 for postage and handling. LAPD"* Is a trade and service mark of the City of Los Angeles. All rights reserved. Copyright 2006, Kimber Mfg^lna (oOO) 880-2418 

or visit www.kimberamerica.com 


Continuing the Legacy 





USSOCOM Chooses .40 Caliber: Could the P-16 be the New Gl Pistol? 


The USMC's MEU (SOC) has continued to issue 
Modei 1911 pistols after the 9mm was adopted in 
1985. Para-Ordnance can suppiy new ones in any 
cafiber and coior desired. 


By now, anyone reading this knows 
that the U.S. military has begun a 
search for a new pistol to replace the 
Beretta 92, or M9 as it is officially 
known in the service. 

Having been adopted in 1985 un¬ 
der circumstances, which to some 
smacked of the suspiciously political, 
the argument against the gun wasn’t 
merely that it wasn’t 
made in the USA. If 
adopting a foreign made 
pistol wasn’t foreign 
enough, the gun was 
being adopted in the 
anemic 9x19mm NATO 
cartridge that was re¬ 
garded as truly weak sis¬ 
ter compared to the one 
deeply rooted in Ameri¬ 
can military tradition, 
the venerable .45 AGP. 

Adopted for the 
new-handgun trials in 
1907 for its knockdown 
power, and becoming an 
item of standard issue 
with the adoption of the 
M1911 Colt pistol, the 


.45 AGP cartridge is not only tradi¬ 
tional, but also has established itself 
as a measurably superior fight stop¬ 
per to the one-lhat replaced it well 
over a half-century later. 

I’m a great defender of the 9x19mm 
cartridge when loaded with any of 
the expanding bullets available today 
- but we’re talking here about 9mm 


NATO 124-grain ball, which in my 
opinion is aU but useless even in an 
SMG, much less a pistol. 

Then there is (or was) the side- 
arm that was being replaced, the re¬ 
nowned Model of 1911 pistol itself. 
Adopted with the .45 AGP cartridge, 
the Model of 1911 had served us ex¬ 
tremely well - even longer than the 
M2 HB .50 caliber ma- 
chiilegun (still our main 
heavy machinegun). If 
ever there was a pistol 
approaching perfection 
it is quite arguably the 
1911. 

Nevertheless, except 
for the Marine Expedi¬ 
tionary Unit (MEU) of 
the United States Ma¬ 
rine Corps, all elements 
of the U.S. military 
mothballed their 1911’s 
and issued the M9. Be¬ 
ginning in 1986, the 
MEU began a program 
to rebuild existing 1911 
pistols and later would 
buy small quantities 



Para-Ordnance’ conceptual pistol to meet U.S. Army needs is a High Capacity Light 
Double Action (LDA) only .45 ACP pistol seen here wllh a 4-color ParaKote finish and 
a Blackhawk Tactical SERPA Thigh Holster In 00 green. 
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from Springfield and Kimber to issue 
for special operations. 

\^^en America went to a limited 
war with Iraq in 1991, reports of in¬ 
adequacies with the 9mm cartridge 
increased, as did breakages of the 
locking block and barrel of the pistol 
firing it. Although the breakage prob¬ 
lem was addressed, there jwas and is 
little that could be done wdth the lack 
of effectiveness of the cartridge as is¬ 
sued. 

Following the (obvious) beginning 
of the Global War On Terrorism (G- 
WOT), or the Global War On Islamic 
Radicalism (which ever your degree 
of political correctness permits), com¬ 
plaints about the P9 have continued 
to the point that a movement was be¬ 
gun to replace the 9mm service pistol 
with one in (well what do you Imow) 
.45 ACR Does this bring to mind the 
lessons learned during the Philippine 
Insurrection, i.e., history? 

As a result of what everyone in 
the field continued to tell everyone 
who flew a desk, a program was initi¬ 
ated in 2005 to replace the M9 pistol. 
Although the requirements for the 
pistol were multi-fold, the cartridge 
required never strayed from .45 AGP. 

Although all branches of the mili¬ 
tary were essentially on board for a 
return to the .45 AGP, the wish list of 
features in the pistol differed. Perfect¬ 
ly happy with the conventional oper¬ 
ating system of the Model of 1911, 
the Marine Gorps wanted to retain 
this pistol with a few specifications 
to their liking. These include soihe 
of the old and some of the new and 
the USMG borrowed an extended grip 
safety and thumb safety, but not in 
blue. The Marines wanted their pistol 
in coyote brown. 

The Army wanted a high-capacity 
.45 AGP pistol holding a minimum 
of 10 rounds, perhaps in double ac¬ 
tion, or maybe one transitioning from 
double action to single action. It 
might/ could have a thumb safety or a- 
decocker, or both, or neither, but like 
the Marines, a lanyard seemed like a 
good idea. 

Like the USMG, the U. S. Special 
Operations Gommand (USSOGOM), 
and Special Forces in particular, had 
continued issuing rejuvenated .45 
AGP Model of 191 lAl pistols in vari¬ 
ous degrees of age and condition with 
a number of custom style features 
similar to the pistols that made their 
way into MEU (SOG), which had be¬ 
come a member of the SOGOM fam- 
ily. 


Para-Ordnance’s USMCpisto! is a single-action finished in Coyote Brown, it is seen here with Safari- 
land’s 6004 Series USMC LightMount holster with an Insight M3 Tactical Light mounted on its M1913 
frame rail. 


While the Special Forces could be 
content with a^onventional, modem 
Model of 1911A1 type pistol with a 
single-stack magazine, it did not have 
the resources of the “Big Army,” and 
was relegated to making suggestions 
regarding a new pistol as time went 
on with the belief that it would settle 
for whatever the Army decided on. 

During this tiiqe, all major hand¬ 
gun companies watched closely, the 
progress (or lack of it) in the search 
for a new pistol. Included among 
them was Para-Ordnance Manufactur¬ 
ing Gompany, of Ganada. 

In 1986, Para-Ordnancfe not only 
pioneered the high-capacity 1911- 
'style pistol, but also the world’s first 
high-capacity magazine for it. Gon- 
taining features amounting to the best 
of both worlds, P.O.’s hi-cap magazine 


is a double-column with a single-posi¬ 
tion feed, and holds 14 rounds of .45 
AGP ammunition. 

Galled the P-14, the pistol was vir¬ 
tually an exact copy of the Golt Series 
80 Gover'mnent Model, except for its 
high-capapity frame and magazine. 
It even used a trigger-activated fir¬ 
ing pin block that is interchangeable 
with that of the Golt Series 80, but, in 
addition to its hi-cap frame, the P-14 
differed in another important way: It 
uses a one-piece feed ramp to not only 
help feeding, btit also to fully support 
the chamber at the web. 

TheLDA 

In 1999, after years of research and 
development, Para-Ordnance took yet 
another giant step for shooting man¬ 
kind in introducing what is arguably 


Para’s Special Forces 1911 single stack IDA pistol is seen here with a Safariland 6004 Series Thigh 
Holster with a SureFire X200 Light mounted on its Ml913 frame rail. 
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After SOCOM showed a preference for a .40 S&W caliber pistol over one in .45 ACP, Para-Ordnance 
designed a new P‘16 Hi-Capacity with a light rail in Fiat Dark Earth. The gun was right at home in 
Biackhawk’s Tactical SERPA Holster. 


the “perfect” double action system 
for the Model of 1911 pistol, when 
Para-Ordnance’s Ted Szabo designed 
the Light Double Action, a true 21®^ 
Century double-action 1911 pistol. 

Called the LDA, the system uses 
what is essentially a two-piece ham¬ 
mer with inner and outer segments. 
Both of these ride on the standard 
hammer pin and are interdependent 
with only the inner portion connected 
to the mainspring. When the exposed 
portion of the hammer is forced to 
the rear by the slide, it takes the inner 
portion along and cocks it on the sear. 
The outer portion then follows the 
slide back forward via its own light 
torsion spring. The outer portion of 
the hammer is without a conventional 
spur, as it serves no purpose. 

Unlike the standard sliding 1911 
trigger, that of the LDA rotates on a 
cross pin through the frame much like 
the trigger of the Browning Hi Power. 
The reach to this smooth, rounded 
trigger is about the same as that of the 
standard long 1911 trigger preferred 



.. 


by most shooters. The LDA trigger 
has its own torsion return spring and 
is connected to a drawbar, which con¬ 
nects to the outer portion of the ham¬ 
mer. 

Pulling the LDAs trigger carries 
the outer hammer portion to the rear 
under the light resistance of both the 
trigger’s and hammer’s torsion return 
springs. This uniquely smooth and 
light DA trigger pull culminates with 
the drawbar reaching the sear where 
continued light pressure of about 4 
pounds trips the sear to release the 
pre-cocked inner portion of the ham¬ 
mer. The inner hammer then rotates 
forward under the power of the main¬ 
spring, taking the outer portion with 
it to fire the pistol. It may sound com¬ 
plex, but it’s totally simple in opera¬ 
tion. 

As with some other DA only auto¬ 
pistols, such as the Clock, the Para- 
Ordnance LDA does not have a repeat- 
able strike capability, which is always 
billed as a “second strike” capability 
by the manufacturers. In my opinion, 
the only thing a repeatable strike ca¬ 
pability is good for is to practice one’s 
double action pull with an empty gun, 
and I view a “double-strike” capabil¬ 
ity as almost false advertising. 

The so-called “double-strike” is 
only “ ONLY — valid with a revolver 
where if you hear a “click” instead of 
a bang, the drill is to simply pull the 
trigger again to go the next chamber. 
Assuming your revolver is loaded, 


Blackhawk Products Group 

4850 Brookside Ct., Dept. SOF 
Norfolk, VA 23502 
800-694-5263 

www.blackhawk.com 

Crimson Tk^ace 

8089 SW Cirrus Dr., Dept. SOF 
Beaverton, OR 97008 
800-442-2406 

www.crimsontrace.com 

Insight Technology, Inc. 

9 Akira Way, Dept. SOF 
Londonderry, NH 03053 
877-744-4802 

www.insightlights.com 

LaserMax 

3495 Winton PL, Dept. SOF 
Rochester, NY 14623 
800-LASER-03 

www.lasermax.com 

PSI-LLC 

2 Klarides Village Dr., Ste. 336, 

Dept. SOF 
Seymour, CT 06483 
877-526-0980 

www.precisionsights.com 

Safariland 

3120 E. Mission Blvd., Dept. SOF 
Ontario, CA 91761 
800-347-1200 

www.holsters.com 

Simonich Knives 

P.O. Box 278 
Clancy, MT 59634 
406-933-9151 

www.simonichknives.com 

Strider Knives, Inc. 

120 N. Pacific St., Ste. L7, Dept. SOF 
San Marcos, CA 92069 
760-471-8275 

www.stnderknives.com 

SureFire, LLC 

18300 Mt. Baldy Cir., Dept. SOF 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
800-828-8809 

www.surefire.com 

you should hear a bang on the second 
pull of the trigger. Not so with the au¬ 
topistol. 

If a “click” is heard on an autopis¬ 
tol with a repeatable strike double ac¬ 
tion, and you believe that the pistol 
is loaded, you must assume that the 
round misfired, that the chamber is 
Continued on page 55 


For comparison from left are the three cartridges in contention for military issue are the 9x19mm NATO, 
.40 S&W and .45 ACP Unlike the bullets shown, those issued by the military for use against criminal 
terrorists are full metal jacket bullets rather than expanding types shown, which might hurt them. 
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New, Free DVD puts you front row and center stage at a live 
2 1/2-day Target-Focus™ Training workshop... 



“How To Survive 
The Most Critical 5 Seconds 
Of Your Life” 

“For me, a veteran of the martial arts and a medical professional Target-Focus 
Training was just as spectacular, 1 heard explanations that would befit a trauma 
specialist and learnedprinciples that most martial arts masters save for their advanced 
black belts. Without cloaking techniques in mysticism, without diluting the realities of 
combat in a sportingformat and without sacrificing safety for realism, Larkin and his 
men delivered an uncompromising course on the intelligent and responsible use of 

” Mark Cheng, LAc. 

Columnist & Contributing Editor^ Black Belt Magazine 


I magine yourself face to face with: 

• 3 hoo^ums circling your car, 

• A 6-inch blade of steel pressed against 
your throat, 

• A gun barrel to your head, or 
• 2 guys who’ve just broken into your 
home... 

If you can’t handle any 
of these situations... 

-Without freezing, 

-Without needing to 
“get ready,” 

-Without mentally 
sorting through yourprior 
training toolbox to pick 
the one thing you must do 
in each specific situation, 

...and do it all within 5 seconds, then... 

You Could EasHy Wind Up 
As-. Toast! 

That’s because 5 seconds is about all you’ve 
got. It’s how long a ‘real’ fight lasts. If you 
haven’t taken out some thug by then, the odds 
go dramatically against you. 

Right now. I’m betting you’ve got a pretty 
good gut feel as to whether your current 
training would instantly kick in and bail you 
out of a violent confronation... or leave you 
hesitating and unsure. Understand... there’s no 
margin for error. 

If you’re confident., turn the page. If not, 
you now have a unique opportunity to gain a 


Tars^^Focus Training Niasim Instructors demonstrate to a live 
training class simple yet devastatingly effective movements which 
you can learn and immediately use - regardless of your size, 
speed, strength or athletic ability. 


rare inside look at a live TargeuFocus 
Training workshop and see exactly how the 
the #1 self-defense system in the world gives 
you the tools to handle this type of violence... 
re gardless of your size, speed, strength, 
athletic ability or conditioning. 

What makes TFT different from all other 
“me too” programs is the fact it’s... 


“Violence Is Rarely The Answer. 

But When It Is... It’s The Only Answer.” 

Tim Larkin, creator, Target-Focus Training 



The Only System 
Ever Modeled 

On Asocial Criminal Behavior ... 

...the kind of violence you MUST know how 
to handle if you’re ever face-to-face with it! 

With TFT, there aren’t lOO’s of different 
memorized techniques. Face it, you’re smart 
enough to know that since violence is random 
you can’t begin to practice for everything that 
‘might’ possibly happen to you. Instead, this 
system is based on a handful of easily mastered 
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES that you 
instantly apply to any type of violent assault. 

If all this seems surprisingly simple... it is. 
That’s the secret to why TFT has worked for 
everyone from an 80-year-old grandmother to 
a Spec Op operative. And it’s why it can 
work for you too... regardless of your 
background or ability. 

FREE DVD 
Reveals Kick-Ass 
Fighting Secrets 

Look, 1 know this is hard to believe. 
And it doesn’t help that it’s even more 
difficult to explain here in words. The 
best thing... is to SEE it for yourself . 

Until now, that meant attending a 
TFT live training seminar or ordering 
a full video series. But now a new DVD 


lets you prove to yourself why everything 
you’ve just read is true. 

And the best part... it’s FREE! You risk 
nothing except a small shipping & handling 
fee. 

Look, I’m not asking you to believe 
anything at this time. All I’m asking you to do 
right now is withhold 
judgment until you get 
your hands on this new 
video. 

One last thing: 
since this is only a test 
to see if the DVD really 
helps explain the TFT 
system, we’ve 
duplicated just a limited number of copies. By 
the time you read this, some of those are gone. 
To get your copy go to 

www.sofreedvd.com or call 
888-234-2192. Or just fill out the coupon 
below and mail it today. If we’re out of the 
FREE DVDs, we’ll notify you by mail. Don’t 
wait around. Grab your copy now. 

• □ Yes, please send my FREE Target-Focus 

■ Training seminar DVD and Report, *^How To 

■ Survive The Most Critical 5 Seconds Of 

■ Your LifeV 1 pay only a small $4.97 
shipping and hiidling fee. 

Name:.___ _ 

Address^_ 

Gity:^_ 

State:_ 


. Zip:_ 


Cbuuby:_ 
Phone:_ 


□ Check or Money Order (drawn on US bank) 

□ VISA □ Mastercard GAMEX □ Disc 

Card No:_ 

Expiration Date^_ 

Signature:_ 

Mail to; TFT Group, 325 E Washington St, 
#207, Sequim, WA 98382 USA 


FREE: ^'Secrets For Staying Alive When Rates 
\Don't Apply at: www.targetfocustrajning.coin 

a H H H m m ^ 










...In Which Nick Swims Through 
Concussion Soup and Learns That 
Speaking Martian Wiii Not _ 
Land Him A Section Eight.^^_7 

By Nick Bnokhausen 



At the time of the Vietnam War, 
MACV-SOG (Military Assistance 
Command Vietnam - Studies and 
Observations Group), was one of the 
lesser-known of the many open secrets 
associated with that conflict. It was also 
one of the most effective fighting units 
ever assembled with a kill ratio exceed¬ 
ingly high - and a life expectancy ex¬ 
ceedingly low. Many books have been 
written chronicling SOG*s exploits, 
and many more are sure to come. The 
excellent new volume We Few by Nick 
Brokhausen, however, does not remind 
us that these men were heroes, as that 
is a given. It reminds us they were hu¬ 
man, and as Brokhausen notes, “I hope 
it will convey the incredible strength 
and macabre sense of humor that one 
needs in order to survive. ” This volume, 
from which we are pleased to publish 
four excerpts, does this very well, in¬ 
deed. Enjoy. 


me off the ground where I have been 
face down. There is a moment of gy¬ 
rating scenery; I see churned up soil, 
a glimpse of sandbags, and then part 
of a leg from the knee down, clad in 
sterile fatigues and a jungle boot. 
There is a vision of sky, smeared with 
dust and black smoke. But out there, 
somewhere, during that brief spin¬ 
ning view, I had seen beautiful blue 
sky. The image of that leg, though, 
panics me. Is it mine? And why can’t 
I shake this off? 1 can’t seem to get a 
clear thought through my head. 1 am 
trying to feel and see if both my legs 
are intact. Everywhere 1 touch hurts 
and I can taste blood in my mouth. 
It’s mixed with the leftover grit. A face 
looms in front of mine and looks at me 
intently. This person takes a canteen 
and sloshes some water on my face, 
then wipes it with a cravat. 1 can see a 
little better now. I know that face. 


^ ^ ^ and his whole 

body is trembling. 
1 know that tremble; 

it’s when the body is in so much 
pain and agony that the nervous sys¬ 
tem short-circuits and that’s all you 
have left. There is a morphine Syrette 
pinned through his cheek. It’s com¬ 
pletely used. Someone has done him 
right, since we all know that the Yards 
can’t take a full Syrette. 

Watching Professionals Work 

I hear a machine gun firing off to 
my left and I turn to look. I spot the 
leg again and it’s lying in the trench 
to my left front. It is incongruous; 
there are no other body parts. Is it 
mine? No, I can see both of mine. I 


I’ve got dirt in my mouth and I hurt 
like hell. I try to open my eyes, but I 
can’t get them to open. It’s like trying 
to come out of a deep sleep; I want to 
wake up, but I can’t quite get there, 
flopping around like a fish on the 
bank of wakefulness. One thing I can 
do is get this dirt out of my mouth. I 
am trying to figure that out when my 
hearing starts to come back. 

I can hear the muffled sounds of 
someone screaming and the crump 
of shells landing nearby. Above all, 
there is the almost continuous rattle 
of small arms fire. Coming through 
the haze are two voices; I try to figure 
out who they belong to and what they 
are saying. 

“Is he alive?” the first voice asks. 

“I think so,” the second replies. 
“His eyes are open, but he isn’t reg¬ 
istering. Let’s get him up.” Are they 
talking about me? Who the hell are 
they? I can’t register. I wish whoever 
is screaming would stop; it’s confus¬ 
ing, and it’s scaring me. Hands pull 


In Jeopardy, Not Dn “Jeopardy” 

The face turns and yells off to his 
left, “He’s alive, but he ain’t gonna be 
on no quiz show.” Then he turns to 
me and kind of smiles as he gets up 
and takes his weapon and runs off to 
my right. He moves too quickly for 
me to follow. 

The man disappears over by a rem¬ 
nant of a sandbag trench line and what 
looks like a bunker. I am propped up 
in what appears to be another bunker, 
but there isn’t any overhead cover. I 
can see who was screaming before. 
It is a Yard. He is beyond screaming 
now. He is eviscerated and lying there, 
clutching his abdomen, trying to hold 
in his entrails. His shirt, what is left of 
it, has been ripped apart. Around his 
abdomen is a combat dressing, which 
he is clutching to the wound, des¬ 
perately, as if it will stop the process 
of dying. It is soaked with so much 
blood it seems to be part of the mess 
that is poking out around it. I look at 
his face. He is staring, but not seeing. 


pan left and see two Yards manning 
an M60. They are burning up ammo 
in long, controlled bursts, down and 
away. The gunner is intent and he is 
switching the gun position as he fires. 
You can tell he is dialing in on a new 
target each time he moves. There is a 
rhythm to it, a five or six round burst, 
the gun barrel moves, five or six 
rounds and it moves again. I try to lift 
my left arm to swat at the place where 
an expended round from the 60 has 
hit me in the head, but my arm and 
hand are all floppy. The casings come 
out in a steady stream, hitting the left 
side of my head and the sandbags I 
am leaning against. 

I lean to my right to get away from 
them. I see the other Yard, who is feed¬ 
ing the gun, stop, reach back, and jerk 
the pin from a grenade. As he does, I 
hear a couple of AKs open up, firing 
in long bursts. The sandbags in front 
of me kick with each impact, as sand 
and soil spurts out where the rounds 
hit the tops of the bags. Someone is 
trying to knock out the gun. The gun- 


as 
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If you are either unaware of the plight of the Montagnard people, or 
need some good ideas on how you can help Ihem, you will find these 
web sites of interest: 


www.montagnards.OFg 

www.montagnard-foundation.org 

www.angelfire.com/dc/dega/ 

www.alertnet.org/thenews/emergency/VN_IVION.htm 

http://hrw.Org/english/docs/2005/04/08/vietna10445m 

http://montagnarducc.org/ 


ner is firing to the left when the other 
Yard chucks the grenade to his right 
and down slope. He swings back and 
does the same with another grenade. 
There is the crump of the first one as 
the second is lobbed in the same di¬ 
rection. There is another sharp crump 
and someone starts screaming. The 
AKs stop firing, but the M60 never 
ceases. 

1 am so groggy I think 1 am drugged. 
1 run my hand along my cheeks and 
then my lapels to see if there is a mor¬ 
phine Syrette stuck there, to show 
that I have had a shot. No Syrette, so 
1 must be groggy from wounds or con¬ 
cussion. There is blood all over my 
left side, and what looks like small 
pieces of meat near my knee. 1 feel 
no wounds, so it must be someone 
else’s blood. My mind is telling me 
that 1 need to get back in this fight, 
1 am looking for my weapon, but it is 
nowhere near me. I reach back and 
the movement sends stabbing pain 
down my back. 1 finally locate the 
little sawed-off twelve-gauge 1 keep in 
a nylon pouch slung across the small 
of my back. 1 give it a couple of tugs, 
but it won’t come free. Then 1 remem¬ 
ber to loosen the length of elastic that 
loops over the butt. I am looking at 
the Yards as the gun slacks off. They 
aren’t from my team. Who the hell 
was that face 1 saw? 

There is more automatic fire from 
over the hill. There is the sound of a 
variety of weapons. 1 can recognize 
several CAR15s and at least one M60. 
There is also the unmistakable sound 
of a few AKs. The AKs sound as if 
they are farther off and their fire di¬ 
minishing. Then 1 remember who it 
was who’d been leaning over me. It 
was Davidson! I hate Davidson; he 
has more bad luck than that little guy 
Avith the cloud over his head in “Li’l 


Abner,” Joe Btfsplk. Davie gets shot at 
more than a duck in a shooting gallery. 
The man is a veritable bullet magnet. 
What in God’s name am 1 doing with 
Davie? Where is Mac? Did we commit 
some great sin that^ punishment we 
had to go on a target with Davidson? 

I am trying to get up. 1 have to find 
a gun now. 1 get as far as my hands 
and knees. I cradle the shotgun. I 
just know the yellow horde is going 
to come busting over the berm line. 
1 hear running behind me and roll, 
bringing the barrel up just as Eldon 
slides into what’s left of the bunker. 
I could almost kiss him. If Eldon is 
here. I’m safe. At least I’m not up 
here alone with that whacked-out, 
little sawed-off runt, Davidson. Eldon 
pushes me back into a sitting position 
and looks me over. 

“Oooni Firrlm. Just Firrlm...” 

“Are you alright?” he asks, peering 
at me intently. 

“I’m fine.” Only it comes out, 
“Ooom firrlm.” 

He shakes his head and holds me 
by the harness. “Don’t try to talk. 
Just nod if you can under¬ 
stand me.” 1 nod. “We got 
choppers coming in. We’re 
going to put you on the 
first one with the 
other wound¬ 
ed.” Wound¬ 
ed? I’m not 
wounded; 
1 already 
checked. 
Did I miss 
something? 
Don’t just squat 
there staring 
at me, you fool. 


With Davidson on top of this hill we 
are probably about to get shot at by 
some sort of super secret weapon the 
NVA are trying out for the first time. 
Get out there and find him, hide him, 
bury him, throw him off the moun¬ 
tain, anything, but get him away from 
us or we are doomed. Such are my 
thoughts, but Eldon just continues to 
stare at me with concern. 

“Do you understand?” He is look¬ 
ing at me intently, evidently not lik¬ 
ing what he sees. He yells over in the 
direction where the firing is not so 
heavy. I hear scrambling, and David¬ 
son comes tumbling into the hole. He 
turns to Davie. “Stay here with him. 
He’s still not all here. When the first 
bird comes in, get him on it and the 
Yard from on the other side of the 
sixty, okay?” That’s Eldon, all busi¬ 
ness. I am so glad to see him that for 
a minute 1 forget what he has said. He 
is going to leave me here with the frig- 
gin’ varmint. 

“Don’t leave Eldon! Just shoot me. 
Finish the job, for God’s sake. If you 
leave me here with magnet-ass, 1 am 
as good as dead.” 1 try to yell my 
concerns to him, but all that comes 
out is weird mumbling. The nagging 
thought about wounds is still at the 
back of my mind. Then it dawns on 
me. I am being sent out, “Wait guys, 
1 can still fight. See, I got my twelve- 
gauge. If you send me home all the 
other guys will think 1 am a wuss. You 
can’t do that.” 1 try and tell them I am 
not leaving, but it comes out in some 
sort of alien language that sounds like 
Iroquois. 

Gun Control 

Davidson looks at me and says to 
Eldon, “What the hell is he speaking. 
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Martian? Boy, that explosion really 
screwed him up. Ya think we should 
let him have a weapon? He might 
shoot himself by accident.” He grins 
and Eldon sort of smiles. You two goo¬ 
bers just try and take this gun from 
me. I’m gonna shoot both of you. 

Eldon listens on the radio for a 
minute and then says to Davie, “They 
are about five minutes out.” He paus¬ 
es and then continues, “Get him on 
the first bird and we will load the 
two we got on the other side at the 
same time. After that we will load you 
and your guys out; then I will bring 
mine out last.” Davidson nods, and 
Eldon gets up in a crouch and runs 
across and over the hill. Davie yells at 
someone over to our right about get¬ 
ting the wounded ready. No, Eldon! 
Don’t leave me here with Yosemite 
Sam! Davie reaches down and plucks 
the twelve-gauge from my hand, and 
shoves it back in the sheath on my 
back. He smiles at me with that feral 
little smile of his and tells me every¬ 
thing is going to be fine. 

Yeah, I’m going to be alright, as 
soon as they lift me out of here. If 
you’re not on the same bird, that is. 
I can hear the choppers coming. I see 
a Cobra flash by and as he goes out 
of sight I hear his Minigun open up. I 


can’t hear any enemy fire so they must 
be suppressing any thoughts of con¬ 
tinuing the attack. 

There is the familiar flap, flap, flap, 
of a Huey rotor slapping into short fi¬ 
nal, coming closer. Davidson and one 
of the machine gun crew grab me and 
half carry, half drag, me to the bird. A 
Yard who is shot in both legs is loaded 
on my side first. Then I am lifted and 
shoved inside as two other Yards are 
shoved in from the other side. One is 
shot up pretty bad and the other has 
what looks like shrapnel wounds to 
his back. The crew chief is looking 
everyone over. All the others are ob¬ 
vious, but I appear to be less injured 
except for the blood all over my left 
side. 

He looks at Davie and asks, “Where 
is he hit?” I guess in case he has to 
check my bandages on the way back, 

Davidson says, “Keep an eye on 
him, he’s been drinking.” Then he 
runs off as the chopper lifts and banks 
off the top of a narrow ridge. I can see 
the ruins of what appears to be an old 
bunker and trench line. There are at 
least two teams of our guys spread out 
amongst the bunkers. There is a black 
spot to the rear of where I had been. 
The guys are bagging one body, or 
maybe more, in and around the area. 


There are about half a dozen bodies 
clad in khaki down slope to the right. 
I get a brief glimpse of the fight; then 
we are gone. The crew chief keeps 
looking at me with a bemused look 
on his face. Yeah, real funny Davie. 
The crew chief probably thinks I am 
drunk. I wish I were drunk. What in 
the name of God was I thinking? Even 
with the positive karmic aura of Eldon 
around, why would I go anywhere 
with that runt from Waco? Maybe I 
was drunk and that’s how I got here. 
That has been known to happen. The 
Yards onboard look at me with the 
same mixture of pain and relief that I 
am sure I have. 

“Bum a Smoke?” 

I make the universal, “Got a ciga¬ 
rette?” sign to the crew chief. He 
nods and hands me a pack of Camels 
with some GI matches. I light one up, 
hand it to the Yard that is propped up, 
and he leans over and puts it in his 
buddy’s mouth. I light another one 
for him. He takes it and smiles. I try 
to light mine, and am going to light 
one for the Yard on my side, but my 
hands begin to shake so bad I can’t. 
The gunner reaches over, lights both, 
gives one to me and puts the other 
between the Yard’s lips who is lying 
between us. 

The Yard reaches up and pats my 
leg. ^ 

Read the rest of Nick Brokhau- 
sen’s We Few, available from Real 
War Stories, EO. Box 1125, St. Ann, 
MO 63074; on the web at www- 
realwarstories.com 
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Eihstiistioh shows Mthe faces, and dirt m the uniforms, of 3/71 Cavsof 
diers returifing from a ihree-week stint at a remote outpost/OP. Brought 
out by CH-47 helicopter when their replacements were down in, they'll 
now im VE hot showers, hot chow, actual tents and internet in the comfort 
of home that is the FOB. 






Forward Operking Base Naray, Kunar Province 

“Text S. t>y Jim Kellen 
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I wake to a voice shouting outside, 
“Get under cover, idiot!” And then 
a thump*...thunipl Is that incoming 
or outgoing? It’s pitch black in here, 
with the windows of this concrete 
barrack covered in plywood, but I 
jump into my pants, shirt and shoes, 
grab my cameras and head outside 
into the dawn light as the deafening 
bomp-bomp-bomp-bomps of the Da- 
shika being fired from the roof of the 
nearby SF compound echo between 
the two rows of six concrete barracks 
where soldiers are gathering - in 
everything from shorts and shower 
shoes to full uniform and kit - out 
of the open where an enemy rocket 
might really ruin one’s day. 

That’s what it is, guys are say¬ 
ing, a rocket attack, from the distant 
mountain ridges, not a ground attack. 
Distant ridges mean our reaction will 
be mortar fire, so I make my way to 
one of the mortar pits, where the 
crew is just dropping its first round. 
Kabloom! round out, and I immediate¬ 
ly wish Fd remembered my ear plugs. 
The mortar is the new 120mm - the 
old four-deuce is ancient history - the 
distant ridge is child’s play for it, and 
a dozen rounds later, the ridgeline is 
obscured by the explosions. It’s the 
same thing at the 105 howitzer ring 
when I jog on over — the crew pump¬ 
ing out rounds for the ridgeline. 

When the attack is over and to¬ 
taled up, it proves to be seven Chi¬ 
nese 107mm rockets fired, with none 
hitting the Forward Operating Base 
(FOB). The closest were two landing 
in the river the FOB has as its south¬ 
ern border and a third about 25 me¬ 
ters off the western perimeter Hesco 
wall. A couple were duds, and a patrol 
will later take EOD out to find and de¬ 
stroy them. The assessment is, it was 
a typical Taliban or al-Qaeda attack. 
Meaning, a half-dozen guys humped 
the mountain at night, waited for first 
light, set up their rockets by leaning 
them on rocks, aimed by guess, then 
fired them and booked on out. Lucky 
their aim is by sight, and lousy. 

The U.S. has optics, (shhhh, their 
nomenclature and technical stats I 
am advised not to write about), that 
locate the launches, and the mortars 
and howitzers fire up the area and 
close-by egress routes. Everyone 
hopes our quick response actually 
gets some or all of the shooters, but 
no one’s really betting on it, and all 
are grateful that the enemy’s method 
and aim of shooting the rockets is, by 
anybody’s standards, lousy. 
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Kitnber1911 

Accessories 


Available frorti dealers or 
direct from Kimber. 



Kimber* Rimfire Target" 
conversion kits for ,22 LR and 

17 Mach 2 fit most 1911 brands and 
install without tools in one minute. 



The KimPro"Tac-Mag”'is the 

ultimate stainless steel 1911 .45 AGP 
magazine. Both full size and compact 
versions are available. 



The Kimber Custom Shop 

offers fine 1911 grips, night sights, 
performance parts and refinishing with 
the high-tech KimPro IT* process. 



For complete information on Kimber firearms 
and accessories please send $2 to: 


Kimber Dept 790, 

One Lawton Street, Yonkers, NY 10705, 
call (800) 880-2418 or visit 
www.kimberamerica.com 
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Gasses explode from the tube and dust kicks up as the baseplate settles, as a mortar round blasts 
toward the enemy position in the saddle to the right of the two teats on the distant ridgeline. 


The action is over, and having 
been roused early from a decent 
sleep, the important question now is, 
is breakfast hot As or MREs? Damn, 
MREs, again, as it is here three out 
of four days. The fact is, the only 
guaranteed hot meal a day is dinner 
at this FOB, And it’s cooked, served 
and eaten outside, as the roof of the 
mess building collapsed last month, 
and with the efficiency of Afghan 
construction it is yet to be rebuilt. 
But the cooked food is the same 
brand and quality as one gets on the 
large American base at Bagram, just 
not as great a variety each day. There 
is steak, lobster, hot wings, fish fi¬ 
lets, veggies, salads, cold sodas and 
Gatorade, dessert pies, cookies and 
even ice cream. All part of the mas¬ 
sive ground and air resupply chain 
engineered to keep the troops Well 
fed, in condition and in positive 
spirits. 

After all, this FOB is physically 
a long way from home and a long 
way even from Bagram. The nearest 
FOB is at Asadabad, and it’s half- 
again bigger than this, but Abad is 
a seven-hour, dirt-road drive away 
— not to mention the past and pos¬ 
sibly future lEDs on that road. This 
is near the end of the universe here, 
in the northeast part of the country, 
bordering Pakistan, in a valley cut 
down the middle by a fast river - 
the FOB on one side, the rural town 
of Naray on the other. Thus, FOB 
Naray. 


Three-plus years ago when I was 
stationed in eastern Afghanistan, 
there was nothing up in this neck of 
the woods. Just FOB Abad down the 
road, and the only Americans visit¬ 
ing these areas were Special Forces 
patrols out of Abad. A while after 
that, SF set up its base here, build¬ 
ing a compound to house themselves 
(comfortably, including air-condi¬ 
tioning, individual rooms, satellite 
TV and fully-stocked bar, one must 
assume, if you know SF) and their 
Afghan militia (or Afghan Special 
Forces, which are hired guns getting 
triple or more than the $ 70/month 
official Afghan National Army; 
which is about to change, as ASF is 
to be brought down to the ANA pay 
scale....unless the Green Berets get 
around that by paying their ASF the 
extra out of their comortable, easily 
manipulated op funds.) 

I don’t know how the Naray SF 
team feels about any of this, nor 
how they feel about their little fief- 
dom growing from a private base to 
a 500-man FOB, because the U,S. 
Army Special Forces Command isn’t 
allowing much, if any, team-level 
contact with the media, (for secrecy 
reasons), as if every insurgent from 
here to Peshawar, Pakistan, doesn’t 
know that the Green Berets in Af¬ 
ghanistan are mainly doing intel 
gathering. Big secret. As if every il¬ 
literate farmer and goat herder from 
here up into the mountains to the 
border can’t from a mile away tell 
the difference between a bearded 
Green Beret guy from a bearded Af- 
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ghan soldier. Duh. 

This mountainous area was big in 
the news a little over a year ago» when 
a SEAL recon team got hit, Aree out 
of four dying, with the rescue Chi¬ 
nook sent in getting shot down - all 
aboard dead. The fourth SEAL man¬ 
aged to escape and evade, protected 
by some local villagers and brought 


Establishing A iresencBj 


Big Army decided to push its influ¬ 
ence into here up from Abad starting 
the beginning of 2006, by sending in 
the 3rd Squadron, 71st Cavalry of the 
10th Mountain Division to establish 
Naray as a full-fledged FOB to gain a 


All in all, FOB Naray is now home 
to about 500 American and Afghan 
soldiers, about one-third of whom are 
out at any one time manning the OPs 
and outposts for weeks-long spells. 

And there are no hot As at those 
sites; none. Tve spent some time at 
one. Just MREs, three times a day. 
And no flush tbilets, no hot showers, 
or bathing at all, unless one is near 
a stream or water source. And no 
real electricity, except a small gen¬ 
erator, no air-conditioning, no tents, 
and, heaven forbid, no internet. All 
of which can be found at FOB Naray. 
Sure, the flush toilets are all the way 
on the other side of the camp, unless 
you’re counting the couple of out¬ 


cate back home to loved ones. 


[iBiaMHflmi 


The 10th Mountain’s 3/71st Cav 
has, in only a few months, established 
a functional, active FOB here, but it’s 
come at a price. Not by the occasional, 
poorly executed enemy rocket attacks, 
but by the Cav’s own aggressive hunt 
for the enemy. The unit was stood up 
only two years ago, in August 2004, 
in the army’s realignment to Units of 
Action (UAs), and the man who stood 
it up, LTC Joseph Fenty, was its first 
casualty here in Afghanistan. He along 
with two of his soldiers. 

It was May 5th, a nighttime ex¬ 
traction of a team from a ledge in 



3/71 Cav squads board the CH-d? that will take them high into the mountains along the Paki border fora weeks-long stay at one of several remote observa¬ 
tions posts that overlook Taliban and al Qaeda infiltration routes. 


firm foothold on this once-neglected 
part of the country. The 3/71st dou¬ 
bled the physical size of the camp, 
brought its mortars and howitzers 
and cav platoons and Combat Support 
Hospital, and the vehicles and equip¬ 
ment and support personnel to make 
it all function. Plus, its own contin¬ 
gent of ANA soldiers. The Cav estab¬ 
lished permanent observation posts 
(OPs) on surrounding hilltops, then 
moved further into the mountains of 
Nuristan province to the north (where 
few Americans had ever been) to be¬ 
gin establishing a PRT (Provisional 
Reconstruction Team; basically, civil 
affairs, to bring better living condi¬ 
tions to the locals). 


house bum-shitters on the north side. 
And the showers too aren’t next door; 
they are in a connex that is a long, 
ankle-strainmg river-rock walk away 
across camp. There is air conditioning 
and heat in the winter, but the long 
tents are packed, 30- to 40-cots or 
more each, with personal space less 
than an arm’s reach. As for the inter¬ 
net, except for the staff working the 
TOC (with internet at their fingertips, 
that’s the benefit of being staff), there 
are exactly three computers hooked 
up in a small connex, there’s a 30- 
mmute limit, and there’s always a line 
of guys waiting. Still, it’s better than 
the guys up in the outposts have it, 
with only their dreams to communi¬ 


the mountains. The team had been 
inserted the same way as the extrac¬ 
tion was planned: a CH-47 Chinook 
hovermg backwards toward the ledge, 
its tail ramp down. The insertion had 
been dangerous, and so would be the 
extraction, in particular, with the un¬ 
predictable winds gusting from up 
and down the mountainside. Fenty 
did not have to go along on the chop¬ 
per for the extraction, but he chose 
to be there, like a father wanting to 
shepherd his children through a dan¬ 
ger. Three of the team jumped onto 
the ramp, something happened - the 
chopper blade hit a tree or rocks, or 
something, the accident investigation 
report has not been released - and the 
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fall. 



chopper faltered, one soldier man¬ 
aged to jump back onto the ledge, 
and the helicopter went down, a 
fireball crash in the ravine, Fenty, 
his two soldiers and the six crew 
members of the Chinook all killed, 
just like that, in an instant’s bad 
luck. 

Just over six weeks later was an¬ 
other bad day for the 3/71 Cav at 
FOB Naray, with three more men 
lost, again in the mountains. It 
was a plussed-up sniper squad in 
an overwatch position to which it 
had taken the team two days after 
chopper infil to quietly reach. Third 
day was supposed to be the raid 
below for wlxich the team would be 
overwatch. It was temporarily post¬ 
poned. The team was low on w^ler, 
the temperature in the lOO-degree 
range; a resupply was essential. The 
chopper that brought the resupply 
incorrectly dropped it too close to 
the team’s position — in a sense, 
marking it. A short while later, the 
team was taking rifle and RPG fire. 
From close, very close. In the ensu¬ 
ing firefight, the team drove the en¬ 
emy back, but took four casualties: 
two KIA, two seriously wounded. 
A medevac chopper was called in. 
One of the wounded was hoisted up 
into the chopper, the chopper med¬ 
ic rode the extractor back down, 
picked up the second, and on the 
way up the cable broke. The medic 
and the wounded man died in the 


A number of guys here have re¬ 
layed me that story of the sniper 
team during my time among them. 
All personally knew the three from 
the sniper squad. All had a sadness 
in their telhng. And then a pride, an 
affirmation, as each always ended 
the story making sure that 1 un¬ 
derstand that they got them back - 
- they got those guys who took their 
friends. The Cav dropped a team up 
higher on the mountain, and that 
team spied armed, black-clad men 
on the roof of a house. They called 
in an air strike and had A-lO’s drop 
four 500-lb bombs smack down on 
the enemy Fourteen killed. Retri¬ 
bution. For their friends. 

I remember last year about this 
time when I learned that a brigade 
of 10th Mountain was coming to 
Afghanistan, I thought, because 
they’re warriors, they would be 
jealous of their sister brigade go¬ 
ing to Iraq^ because Afghanistan’s 
quiet and Iraq’s where the action is. 
Around the end of the year, 1 knew 
things were heating up here in this 
once-quiet conflict, and I made my 
way here. If there had been jealousy 
before, my bet is that there sure 
isn’t now; the guys of the 3/71 Cav 
know first-hand that Afghanistan, 
too, is hot. 

Continued on page 58 



Evening ofNime is usuaily spent in the tiny rectangle of private space in the tents which most of 
the soldiers of the FOB call home. Specialists Doug Sletten (R) and Shane Koch (L), of the North 
Dakota National Guard MP platoon attached to the 3/71 Cav at FOB Naray are on their laptops 
- for games, music or DVD movies - a typical way of spending evenings and off-times for many of 
the guys. The 50 cal. machine gun receiver af the end of Sietten's cot is testament to the crowded 
living conditions, where everything you own or are responsible for is within two feet of you « not 
to mention your next-bunk neighbor as well. 
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RKB’s pick for 
NRA Board of 

Directors 

“Vote for Silver Star Recipient 

Steve Schreiner 

for NRA Board of Directors. I am 
encouraging NRA Board of Directors 
voters to utilize the ‘bullet ballot’ 
procedure. If you vote just for 
Schreiner, you increase his chances of 
being elected.*” 

Lt. Col.Robert K. Brown, 
USAR (Ret.) Editor/Publisher, 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine 

Why vote for 
Steve Schreiner? 

Schreiner is a Vietnam Vet, Airborne 
Ranger; awarded CIB, Bronze Star 
with V Device and Silver Star. 

He is a noted supporter of the Second 
Amendment as exemplified by the 
following: 

1. President, Firearms Coalition of 
Colorado; 

2. Awarded NRA’s Best Volunteer 
Organization of the Year; 

3. Successfully Fought for Colorado’s 
CCW; 

4. Highly Successful Registered 
Lobbyist at Colorado Legislature; 

5. Fought against semi-auto ban, 
magazine bans and “safe storage 
bills; 

6. Member of NRA’s Grassroots 
Committee. 

What I stand for: 

1. We need to reach out to everyone, 
especially the younger generation, 
using their means of accessing 
information, about the positive 
aspects of the National Rifle 
Association and the Second 
Amendment; 

2. We need more emphasis on range 
development and protection of 
existing ranges; 

3. We need to protect our shooting 
rights in National Forests and on 
other Federal lands. 

Steve Schreiner, President, Firearms 
Coalition of Colorado 

♦Bullet balloting does not increase the number of 
votes cast for Schreiner but it does reduce the 
number of votes the other candidates receive 
which, therefore, increases the likelihood of 
Schreiner’s election. 
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Farnam’s Gunslinger Diary 

By John Fannam 


Pro-Active Disengagement 

I tell my students to be particularly 
careful and alert while getting into and 
out of cars, because, when a car stops, 
predators know the people associated 
with it will always be distracted for a 
few moments as they embark or disem¬ 
bark. 1 confirmed that lesson today: 

While stopped at an interstate rest 
area this afternoon, I was in the rest¬ 
room briefly, as Vicki remained in our 
car. When I returned, I entered the pas¬ 
senger side, sat down, and closed the 
door. A man approached the passenger 
side. He was fiftyish, well dressed, and 
well groomed, and he was holding a 
cell phone in his hand. He motioned to¬ 
ward our right, front tire, and I though 
he was about to do me the courtesy of 
telling me the tire was soft. 

I opened my window part way. He 
started by saying, “Do you know any¬ 
thing about Texas?” Surprised by his 
question, I replied, “No.” “Where are 
you from?” He continued. “We’re from 
Colorado,” I replied. 

He then commenced with a ram¬ 
bling, disconnected, convoluted line 
about how he lost his wallet, how his 
dog was having puppies, and how he 
didn’t know much about where he 
was. He stood just behind our outside 
mirror, so we couldn’t back out of our 
stall without hitting him. He talked so 
fast, there was no time to interject a 
response, and he progressively waxed 
aggressive. After a minute, Vicki and 
I simultaneously said, “We can’t help 
you,” as we began to slowly move the 
car backward. By that time, 1 had my 
Fox OC bottle in hand. The mirror 
did nudge him slightly, and he finally 
stepped aside, mumbling something 
about us being heartless. We were 
quickly on our way! 

Brush Up on the Your Brush-Off 

In retrospect, I handled the event 
poorly, allowing it to go on far too 
long. Like most of us. I’ve efficiently 
and briskly disengaged from many 
sleazy panhandlers, just as we teach 
the procedure in our classes. However, 


this character threw me off my normal 
tempo, because he was well dressed 
and didn’t appear to represent a threat. 
I should have noticed that he waited to 
approach until I was getting into the 
car and that he made a point a seizing 
the agenda immediately, throwing out 
a dozen story lines simultaneously, try¬ 
ing to get a sympathetic response from 
at least one of them. 

Many times, while getting fuel, 
someone will ask about our car. How 
we like it, what kind of mileage it 
gets, etc. I regard most such contacts 
as harmless, and I usually engage in 
a brief conversation with the person. 
But, I know a fictitious line where I 
hear one, and I’m good at aggressively 
disengaging, or so I thought! 

This con-man was smart! He knew 
his jaunty, nonchalant appearance, 
complete with cell hone, would cause 
me to initially take him seriously, and 
he knew I would likely be too polite to 
interrupt his rambling story line, and it 
worked! In retrospect, when he asked 
his first incongruent question (about 
Texas), I should have noted that the 
question did not fit the circumstances 
and replied with, “What do you want?” 
When he then launched into his ram¬ 
bling story line, I should have immedi¬ 
ately come back with, “Sorry. We can’t 
help you. Now, step back please!” 

I was too indecisive for too long. 
Not next time! 

street Smart Disengagement 

Excellent advice on aggressive dis¬ 
engagement from a friend who travels 
extensively overseas: 

“Initially act as if you don’t hear 
them. Then, when you do respond, do 
so while scanning all around, and re¬ 
spond in a different language. Bad guys 
want to communicate in their own lan¬ 
guage, and they quickly lose interest 
when they sense their opening line is 
not getting through (when traveling 
overseas, speaking English, Hebrew, 
and German will predictably attract 
the attention of predators). 

Pick up your cell phone with your 
support hand and act as if you’re re¬ 



ceiving a call, while simultaneously 
waving them off with your other hand. 
Move away. 

I routinely use these techniques and 
find them the most effective of all I 
know.” 

Comment: I’m not multi-Iingual, 
but the cell-phone trick I plan on test¬ 
ing the first chance I get! 

K.I.S.S. 

Too much information? 

In Western Civilization, one of our 
cultural mantras is, “The more informa¬ 
tion, the better.” We steadfastly believe 
that more information is always better 
than less, and that all information, no 
matter how banal, is important. 

That philosophy has surely pen¬ 
etrated the Pentagon. We know this is 
true, because the Army wants, among 
other dubious “features,” an electronic 
“round counter” to be integral with the 
next generation of infantry rifles. 

Presumably, this will take the form 
of an LED display somewhere on the 
rifle that will let the shooter know how 
many rounds remain in his current 
magazine. 

However, effective fighters are suc¬ 
cessful, not just because they have 
lots of information, but because they 
are able to identify, separate out, and 
concentrate on the few pieces of really 
important information, while brushing 
aside the rest. They thus move smooth¬ 
ly through the fight, unfailingly setting 
the agenda, and always thinking ahead 
of, and thus outmaneuvering, their 
opponent (s). 

Among fighters, believing that all 
information is of equal value is a fa¬ 
tal error. In fact, when fighting, most 
information is of no value at all, and 
much of it is of negative value. Being 
able to quickly separate the significant 
from the insignificant is an art, and 
true fighting is more art than science! 

Filling young fighters’ heads with all 
manner of chaffy information while the 
fight is still in progress is counterpro¬ 
ductive, indeed delay-inducing. While 
fighting, one can manage only so much, 
Continued on page 39 
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K,LS.S. • Continued from page 38 


and only the few most important things 
need concern the fighter. The rest can 
he considered “clutter,” and the less of 
it vying for his attention, the better. 

The Air Force discovered this when 
fighter pilots complained that their 
heads-up displays contained way too 
much information, most of it of such 
scant concern during actual fighting, it 
could be considered triviaL During a 
fight, pilots need to know only a few 
things, and non-critical trivia need not 
be constantly flashing in front of them, 
competing for their attention! 

1 hope the Army is not trying to 
turn inEsmtry rifles into “miniature 
flight decks!” ^ 
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(above) Karen resistance soldier with baby. Photo: Courtesy of Free Burma Rangers, (inset) Lance Motley, shown here in Afghanistan in the 80"s, 
was KfA by a Burmese mortar round while advising tbe Karen in 1987. Motley, a West Point graduate and Airborne Ranger, covered world hot 
spots /or SOF and often advised the troops he wrote about. 


Soldier of Fortune magazine fios tong been a champion of the 
Karen oiiise^ iniblishing nmny stories about their struggles over 
the last decades, when no other publication gave any exposure at 
all to the plight of the Karen, And as has happened many times 
over the three decades that SOF fins been practicing its brand of 
"^participatory” journalism with a camera in one hand and a rifle 
in the other, SOF reporter Lance Motley, a former West-Pointer 
who wrote under the nom de guerre Gene Scroft, was killed by a 
Burmese mortar attack near Manerpla. Dr Tom Marks, another 
West-Pointer chronically addicted to Jir<^glits, almost bought it 
from a PG round in Myanmar, while working on a story for SOF. 
SOF also has sent uncounted medical teams to help the Karen 
over the last three decades. But we were just tourists. The Karen 
have been in a running gun battle with their oppressors for more 
than half a century. 

Bringing the spodight to bear on the SPDC government's out¬ 
rages against the Karen and other ethnic minorities in Myanmar 


on the part of SOF and other organizations has, in no small part, 
acted as a analyst to world opinion Second only to the incredibly 
tough and courageous resistance of the Karen and other freedom 
fighters, world opinion has been virtually the only him&ance to 
the institudonalized, brutal repression of these people. For this 
reason we were pleased when Sylvester Stallone called SOF look- 
ingfor a suitably oppressed people who needed a celluloid hero, 
to be the subject of the next Rambo movie. We told him the stark¬ 
est Good Guys/Bad Guys situation we knew was in Burma, and 
the Karen needed a hero who could put their situation on the big 
screen with a spotlight 

Filming is scheduled to start soon in Thailand. We wish this 
latest movie enterprise every success, and hope it popularizes the 
Karen cause to the extent the ruling Myanmar Junta cleans up its 
act -or at least fenows the world is now watching how they act 
and who does business with them. 


The government in Myanmar (for¬ 
merly Burma), presently known as 
the “State Peace and Development 
Council” [sic.] (SPDC), has for nearly 
60 years used its military control to 
oppress ethnic minorities and, more 
recently, a pro-democracy movement. 
The approach, described by a rebel 
leader as “low intensity genocide,” 


now seems calculated to encourage 
multi-national investment. This glo¬ 
balization, which may be colonialism 
by another name, could provide an 
imperfect end to one of the world’s 
longest ongoing wars. 

The Karen National Liberation 
Army (KNLA) has resisted the tyr¬ 
anny since 1949. Most of the fighting 


occurs in malarial jungles, hot and 
humid by day, cold at night. KNLA 
soldiers, while comparatively few in 
number, have succeeded in inflicting 
heavy casualties on Burmese troops 
and impeding the regime’s expansion¬ 
ist pla^. But the Karen, composing 
the country’s largest ethnic minority, 
have paid a terrible price. 
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Of the estimated eight million Kar¬ 
en in Myanmar, around one million 
reside in Karen State, also known as 
Kawthoolei, regarded by many Karen 
as their traditional homeland, a strip 
of rain forest abutting Thailand. Up to 
300,000 have been removed from their 
villages but remain, many in hiding, 
as internally displaced people (IDPs). 
An estimated 100,000 reside in refu¬ 
gee camps in Thailand, says Karen of¬ 
ficial Saw Htoo (not his real name). 
Recent arrivals to the camps tell of 
Burmese soldiers burning villages, 
killing livestock, impressing villagers 
as human mine detectors and porters, 
and rape, and murder. These ongoing 
atrocities are not something new. 

Saw Htoo estimates that since 
1948 up to 500,000 Karen have 
died as a result of the conflict, most 
of them between 1948 and 1975 in 
the Irawaddy Delta area, Toungoo 
(Tongu) District, and other areas in 
central and southern Myanmar. Many 
of the Karen outside Karen State have 
since assimilated into Burmese cul¬ 
ture through intermarriage, adopting 
a Burmese name, and/or abandoning 
the Karen language. 

Since 1975 most of the Karen re¬ 
sistance has been confined to Karen 
State, says Pado Mahn Sha Lar Phep, 
General Secretary of the Karen Na¬ 
tional Union (KNU), the political arm 
of the struggle, speaking through an 
interpreter. Mahn Sha estimates that 
the war inside Karen State has claimed 
aroimd 100,000 lives — 50,000 Bur¬ 
mese soldiers, 5,000 Karen soldiers, 
and 45,000 Karen civilians. 

KNLA Colonel Ner Dah “Rocky” 



Mya, son of General Bo Mya, speak¬ 
ing in a hotel restaurant in Thailand, 
says “No matter how much we suffer 
we will fight on.” He says the Karen 
are good fighters and willing to fight 
for their people, but are limited by 
a shortage of weapons and ammuni¬ 
tion. Along with the willingness to 
engage the enemy on the battlefield 
is an interest in talking peace. The 
multi-national investment in the re¬ 
gion with its potential to enrich SPDC 
coffers may encourage a non-violent 
resolution. Ideally, the parties could 
resolve the conflict “so the Burmese 
will be satisfied, so the Karen will be 
satisfied, so the foreign investors will 
be satisfied,” he says. In addition to a 
ceasefire, KNLA insists on its soldiers 
retaining their arms, on the Karen 
receiving an equitable share of the 


development in their homeland, and 
on freedom for Karen people. Is such 
a pox Romana possible? 

Ner Dah, who earned a B.A. in Lib¬ 
eral Arts from Pacific Union College 
in California, had considered remain¬ 
ing in the U.S. but changed his mind 
during a 1994 visit to Karen State. 
He arrived one week prior to a KNLA 
defeat, in which the Burmese Army 
overran Manerpla, KNLA general 
headquarters. “Because Pm obligated 
to work for the Karen people, because 
my dad is a Karen leader, Pm obligat¬ 
ed to achieve his goal — freedom for 
the Karen people,” he says. “Because 
without freedom we have nothing. We 
are not truly human beings without 
freedom. My dad is my hero and I will 
continue in his steps.” 

The KNLA is not alone in its 


Karen in Them Hin Refugee Camp collect firewood from a distribution center. 
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A warning on a biHtoard at Yangon Internationai Airport seems at odds with pubiished reports, govern¬ 
ment agencies, and Karen officials. 


struggle. Armies from other ethnic 
minorities - Shan State Army-South 
(estimated 4,000 troops), Chin Na¬ 
tional Front (estimated 400 troops), 
Karenni Army (estimated 1,200 
troops), the recently formed Kachin 
National Organization, and an Ara- 
kanese group (estimated 150 troops) 
— employ guerrilla tactics against the 
Burmese Army, says Saw Htoo. 

SiK Dams 

Development, however, could have 
a more devastating impact on the Kar¬ 
en than war. A combination of dams 
and roads planned for the near future 
in Karen State could result in massive 
flooding in some areas, depletion of 
water in others, destruction of teak 
forests and farmlands, and relocation 
of an additional 50,000 Karen, 

The Salween is the longest un¬ 
dammed river in mainland Southeast 
Asia, But SPDC has entered into an 
agreement with Energy Generating 


Authority of Thailand (EGAT) to con¬ 
struct four dams on the river and its 
tributaries for the primary purpose 
of generating and marketing energy, 
according to Karen officials and 
www.Salweenwatch.org. The plan 
includes the Hutgyi (Hatgyi) dam in 
Karen State, the Weigyi and Dagwin 
dams on the Thai-Myanmar border, 
and the Tasang Dam in Shan state. 
Mahn Sha says that the Chinese are 
financing 50%, the Thais 40%, and 
the Burmese 10% of the cost of con¬ 
structing Hutgyi Dam. 

The Mae Lama Luang Dam, which 
would be constructed on the Luang 
River inside Thailand, would allow 
the Thai authorities to divert flood- 
waters from the Hutgyi Dam through 
a tunnel to the Bhumipol Dam in cen¬ 
tral Thailand. 

Last year SPDC began dam con¬ 
struction on the lower Day Loh River 
(Thauk Yay Ka River) in Toungoo Dis¬ 
trict in Karen State, according to the 


Karen Humait Rights Group (KHRG), 

Reportedly, construction of the 
Hutgyi Dam, scheduled to hegjn 
November of next year, is likely to 
proceed without requiring social aprid 
environmental impact studies on the 
Burmese side. 

To accommodate the construction, 
SPDC plans to build roads through 
Karen State linking the interior to the 
river. In preparation, government sol¬ 
diers have razed Karen villages and 
ordered the residents to relocate but 
have not provided alternative shelter, 
says Ton Ton. The Karen flee because 
they have lost their homes and be¬ 
cause they fear being impressed into 
service as laborers, as porters, or as 
human mine detectors. 

According to Ton Ton, Burmese 
soldiers have entered Karen villages 
in Myanmar, demanded that each 
household provide one laborer or in 
the alternative pay 1,000 kyat, less 
than two U.S. dollars (exchange rates 
vary). Not only do the soldiers not pay 
the laborers, they require the laborers 
to provide their ovm food, he says. 
Some laborers are used as porters to 
transport ammunition and food to the 
Burmese front line. Some are forced 
to march ahead of the troops as hu¬ 
man mine detectors and to clear the 
mines. When an impressed laborer 
triggers a mine, the soldiers leave him 
or her to die. Ton Ton has tytry rea¬ 
son to believe that Burmese soldiers 
would force Karen to work as labor¬ 
ers on dam and related road projects. 
Mahn Sha estimates that the Hutgyi 
Dam project alone would displace up 
to 50,000 Karen villagers. 

Four Roads 

According to Mahn Sha, the Bur¬ 
mese intend to build at least two new 
roads to the Salween River, presum¬ 
ably to assist in securing the region 
for construction of the dams and in 
transporting supplies to the dam sites. 
Reportedly, SPDC forces have begun 
work on one road in eastern Papun 
(Paupan) District in Karen State. The 
Burmese also plan to extend the Asia 
Highway from Mae Thawa to Thingan 
Nyi Naung and from there to Yangon 
(formerly Rangoon), says Mahn Sha, 
The extension would provide Thai¬ 
land with an overland route to the 
Indian Ocean. 

In November of 2005 a Thai com¬ 
pany began construction on a road 
from Poe Saw, Thailand to the Salween 
River at Wei Gyi to accommodate dam 
construction, according to KHRG. 



Tham Hin Refugee Camp crowds some 10,000 refugees into around 16 acres. Narrow dirt paths sepa¬ 
rate rows of tiny thatch-and-bamboo homes. 
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"f Gave Up Weight Training to follow a 
top secret 15-minutes per day routine of 
bodyweight exercises and... 

I Got Into The Best Shape 
of My Life in Record 
Time... You Can, Too” 

By Matt Furcy 

Best-selling author of Combat Conditioning 


I was the total skeptic Not only had I lifted weights and 
nin long distance for years, but I had major success under my 
belt, induding a world kung fo championship and a national 
collegiate wrestling title. 

So I just didn’t want to believe what Kail, a 76-ycar old 
man told me about exercising WITHOUT weights... and 
WITHOUT long-distance ninning. 

Most imponandy, I didn’t want to hear that a gpod exeidse 
program only took a few minutes. Hate to admit it, but I was 
addiaed to Ae “hard worit or nothing” mencali^ and refused 
to believe you could get into the best shape of your life by doing 
LESS... not more. 


Let me tell pu, when I looked at this soolled “old man’s” 
physique and watched him demonstrate his exeidses, I could 
not look the other way. I had to check them out for myself, 
even if it meant saying, “Okay, Tve wasted a lot of time doing 
it the wrong way.” 


What I discovered shocked me from head to toe! 


Before I met Karl I THOUGHT I was strong. I thought 1 
was tough. But the exercises he gave me exploit^ every weak¬ 
ness that weights and running could not cover. In a matter of 
minutes, I knew Karl “had me.” 

So I gave up the wei^ts and began a routine of bodywei^t 
calisthenics called Conwat Condidoning. Afteiall, when a man 
of 76 can do things that a 36-ycar old cannot do, that tells pu 
that “Yes, there’s gold in them there hills.” 

The exerdses I learned had such a profound and dramatic 
efifea on me, that for six years I have been introducing men and 
women of all ages and of all backgrounds to this extraordinary 
program - and the results are locking, awe-inspiring and 
PROOF that diis system works, and works FAST. 

Who is Combat Condidoniiig for? 

It^s for the hard-working man or woman who often finds it 
difficult to squeeze in a quick workout. 

Itfsfef the traveling executive who sleeps in hotel rooms 
more than at home. 

I^sfor those who have trained their whole lives on weights. 

It^s for athletes, martial artists and the military. 

And.. IT’S FOR the man or woman who hasn’t done a 
lick of exercise in decades. 


Even One Minute a Day Brings Results! 

Unlike other exeidse program where pu are told you 
MUST do 30 minutes of cardio per day and an hour of 
weights, to get results, Combat Condidoningis totally difier- 
ent. 13 minutes is all it takes to vdioop the hard-core trainee. 
But for the total b^umer, he or she can get results starting with 
ONLY one minute a day. And no, this is not a joke. 

Hme is not the issue! 


1 


Matt Furey 

won a nadonal coUegjate wrestling titfe in 
1985 and a world shuakhiao kung (u 
championdup in 1997. Farcy has a knack 
for taking die avenge and ordinary pen»n 
and aansfoniui^ him with his powcdul pro¬ 
grams. Farcy was inducted into the Edinboto 
Ihuvecdqr Adiletic Hall of Ihmc in 1998 
and spends much dme each year ttavding 
^ the world, searching for the very best informanon avait- 
rdde to his world-wide audience. His wdmi^ wwwmauftu^.com 
is one of the finest in the wodd, gjMog valuable infonnadon that 
changes lives. 


Forget all those workouts that take all day. With Combat 
Conditioning, all that’s required is pur own body and a 
tiny started NOW” decision to DO a litdc something 
each o^. 

The key to pur success is in the rascal, transfotmarive 
power of these exerdses - not in your bclidF system about hard 
work. For many people, just one rep is all they can do at first, 
and they’re sha^g like a leaf on a windy day in Chicago. And 
so, that’s all that person should do at first Even if pu think 
pure not doing eno^ - the exerdses work their magic any¬ 
way. Your body has it’s own intelligence and will woA FOR 
YOU if pu 11 simply get out of the way and let it 

When you do, pretty soon pu’U be the type of person wbo 
can do 2,4,8,16,32,64 or 128 repeddons and feel no fatigue. 
Instead of tiredness pu’ll kd ^ilaradon and ENERGY. 
You’re building strength and endurance from the INSIDE- 
OUT. And believe me, once pu can do more than a few reps, 
inches of unsigfidy fat and pounds of excess flab will fly off 
pur body at break-neck spe^ 

New Results from Forgotten Exerdses 

Arc the exercises in Combat Condidoning\:\EWi Well, not 
really. They go back about 5,000 years - but for the most part, 
they got lost in the shuffle when weights, gad^ts and gyms 
came around. So although they aren’t NEW, they’re “New to 
YOU!” 

Before I learned these exerdses, I read about the Great Gama 
of India, a wresder who followed this program and was unbeat¬ 
en in 5,000 matches. I also read that the legendary Bruce Lee 
did these exerdses, too. And we all know about Lee’s incredible 
martial arts skills. Then there was the All-Pro NFL ruimmg 
back, Hershell Walker, who did bodyweight exerdses each day. 
The list goes on and on. The key is in havii^ a proven program 
with a track record, and Combat Conditioning is just that 
Puts You into the Old Gothes Yon Dream of 
Wearing Again! 

The main reason why Combat Conditioning works is 
ba:ause it targets all the vreak links in pur body. And \riien all 
those weak Imks arc gh^ a litdc attention, pur entire body 
gets stronger, faster, more powerful and more energetic Spend 
time each day doing a few fimctional exercises and the payoff 
is HUGE 


1. Cranks up pur metabolism so pu bum excess 
body fat a lot, lot faster. This means fitting into the 
clothes pu W\NT to wear. 

2. Bides attractive and healthy functional musdes (not 
grotesque) onto your entire body 

3. SimoUaneonsfy doubles pur strength and flexibility 
- and does so without needing sqiaiate workouts for 

4. Quadruples pur endurance inside of 30 days. Never get 

again. 

5. Within a couple weeks, it often diminates chronic 
back and shoulder pain from years of heavy squats, 
deadlifts and bench presstng - or other fonns of abuse. 

6. Sleep like a log. Eight hours of deep sleep is no longer 
a goal. It’s automatic. As soon as pu hit the rack pure 
out like a light. 

7- Your self-confidence will have no bounds. Espedalty 
when pu got compliments from people who hardly 
paid attention to pu befeie. 

8. You can train anywhere. You don’t need more Aan a 
few square fi*t of carpet or pavement and pure all set. 
You don’t need equipment Just pur ofwn bodyweight 

9. You get a Idck-hatC wotkout done in 15 minutes or less. 

10. You’ll turn back the clock. Friends may tell pu that pu 
look 5~10 years punger. 

ll-Ybull have an explosive type of strength that wdghts 
cannot give pu. Your every movement will be lively 
and fill! ofvigoc. 

12. four musdes will be pliable and powerful, like a dgers. 
Here*s How to Older 

Combat Conditioning Functional Exercises fin^ Fitness 
has 48 super efieedve bodyweight exercises along with seven 
difieicnt programs that will get pu into kick-butt shape fast 
Older NOW and pu 11 receive 3 free Special Reports on now to 
eliminate knee, back and shoulder pain. Your total Investment 
in this no-nonsense book is only $29.95 plus $6 S&H U.S. 
(foreign orders add $12). Order online at www.mattfurey.com. 

Or pick up the phone li^t now and call 1 813 994 8267 
to order You can also send a money order to Matt Furey 
Enterprises, Inc, 10339 Birdwatch Drive, Tampa, FL, 33647. 


You get ftmcdonal strength, V 
endurance and flexibility - all I 
at the same dme. Not to men- i 
tion seeing the excess inches ! 
flying off pur body, making \ 
it easy for you to fit into the | 
clothes pu dream of wear- | 
ing again. Stop dreaming. Start | 
DOING. And get results. { 

12 Ways Combat ! 

Cnndirin n ing Will Change > 
Your life! J 

I 

Follow this program and! 
pur body is ping to change I 
big time In fact, fve made a | 
list of 12 of the most power- [ 
fid benefits that hundreds of | 
thousands of others all over | 
the world have ptten ftom the | 
Combat Conditioning pro- | 
gram. Let s take a look: } 


□ Yes. Please Send Me Combat Conditioning: Functional Exercises for Fitness ibr only 
$29.95 plus $6 S&H ($12 foreigi S&H), and if I'm one of the first 25 to order, I will also 
receive 3 Special Reports on eliminating knee, back and shoulder pain. 

Name: _ 

Address:_ 


Crrr_ 

COUNIHYI. 

Emaej_ 


State_ 


Zip. 


Phone: _ 


□ Money Order drawn from a U.S. bank 

□ Visa □ MasterCard □ Amex 


CardNo:_ 
Exp:_ 


Si(»iature;_ 


Make Check/Money Order Payable to: 

Matt Furey Enterprises, Inc. 

10339 Birdwatch Dr., Tampa, Rorida 33647, USA 
(813) 994-8267 • www.inattfijrey.com 


© Gold Medal Publicadons, Inc. * www.mattfiifey.com 






















In the heqit of development fever, 
last year SPDC moved its capital from 
Yangon to Nay Pyi Daw, a newly-built 
town iit the mountains near P^nma- 
na, almost 400 miles north and closer 
to its frontline troops in Karen State* 
SPDC restricts access to the new capi¬ 
tal, barring even Burmese citizens 
without government authorization. 

Divide and Conquer 

Karen officials say that during 
the past year SPDC agents have ap- 
proadied KNLA commanders in the 
border region wiffi offers of a cease¬ 
fire or even peace* 

While SPDC has extended an olive 
branch to KNLA leaders near the Thai 
border, it refuses to negotiate with 
KNU officials , claiming the KNU’s pro- 
democracy views may extend beyond 
the interest of the Karen, according 
to Saw Htoo. He finds the peace of¬ 
fer disingenuous, calculated to divide 
the Karen. He notes the SPDC has ac¬ 
celerated its oppression of villagers in 
western Karen State. 

After SPDC banned medical care 
to the villagers, the Karen formed a 
network of volunteers to smuggle 
in essential medicines and perform 
emergency surgeries, including am¬ 
putations resulting from land-mine 
explosions. Many of these volunteers 
work with Backpacker Healthwork 
Team (BHT). 

According to Saw Soe Myint, 39, a 
BHT medic, beginning in May, 2006, 
government troops in Thaton District, 
a week’s walk from the Thai border, 
prohibited villagers from leaving their 
villages and from working their fields. 
Soe Myint says soldiers would beat up 
or shoot-to-Ml villagers attempting to 
leave. As a result of this policy, many 
villagers are suffering from malnutri¬ 
tion. The neglected crops portend 
famine in the coming year. 

BHT volunteers risk their lives 
to serve their community. Naw Shee 
Doh Htoo, 28, a BHT medic, says Bur¬ 
mese soldiers recently arrested two 
volunteers and beat them up before 
releasing them. This year four have 
been arrested and remain in jail, she 
says. A woman in Toungoo District 
was sentenced to seven years. Oth¬ 
ers are less fortunate. She says, since 
1998 Burmese soldiers have killed 
seven BHT volunteers. 

Soe Myint recalls that in 2003 in 
Thaton District he was traveling with 
another BHT medic, when Burmese 
soldiers ambushed them. A soldier 
shot the other medic in the leg and 


captured him. Villagers later informed 
Soe Myint that Burmese soldiers had 
beaten the wounded medic to death. 

Saw Poe Aye, 30, another BHT 
medic, says that in 2000 in Papun 
District, Burmese soldiers ambushed 
his team and shot a team member. 
Poe Aye says the wounded Karen ran 
about 10 minutes before dying. 

Free Burma Rangers (FBR) has pro¬ 
vided health care to villagers in Karen, 
Kareimi, Arakan, and Shan states, of¬ 
ten on an emergency basis, as during 
a Burmese Army offensive. An FBR 
foreign relief team leader explains 
that, along with providing medical 
care, FBR documents the atrocities - 
Burmese soldiers razing villages, rap¬ 
ing girls as young as nine, impressing 
villagers into forced labor, and mas¬ 
sacring civilians. FBR gathered evi¬ 
dence through interviewing villagers 
and observation, that Burmese sol¬ 
diers in Shan State in preparation for 
constructing a new pagoda kidnapped 
three Shan children and buried them 
alive in the foundation. Explanations 
vary. It has been suggested the atroc¬ 
ity was designed to demoralize the 
Shan and to rob them of their will to 
resist government troops - or that the 
inhuman deed was intended to infuse 
the spirits of the dead children in the 
structure. 

Democratic Karen DuiMbist Alliance 

SPDC offers peace to some, atroc¬ 
ity to others. KNU officials find noth¬ 
ing new in the divide and conquer 
approach. U Thu Zana, a Karen Bud¬ 
dhist monk, influenced by Burmese 
officials, also Buddhists, formed the 
Democratic Karen Buddhist Army 
(DKBA). He convinced his followers 
to join with the Burmese Buddhists 
in fighting Karen Christians. Since 
1994 DKBA soldiers, including KNLA 
defectors, have assisted the Burmese 
in attacking, overrunning, and raising 
Karen positions including its head¬ 
quarters at Manerpla. 

The betrayal had dire consequenc¬ 
es for the KNLA. Since 1994, its num¬ 
bers have dwindled from some 20,000 
to around 5,000, according to Saw 
Htoo. Troop strength in the Burmese 
Army is estimated at 250,000. 

U Thu Zana calls for Christians 
and Muslims in Karen State to convert 
to Buddhism. According to Saw Htoo, 
DKBA troops have joined with the 
Burmese Amy in destroying Chris¬ 
tian Churches and Muslim Mosques. 
Recently DKBA troops captured some 
Karen Christians and forced them to 



Kier Moo Lay, 26, his wife May Htway, 28, and 
their children Muiah Kaw, 6 (left), and Eha Kler, 
5, are scheduled to leave Them Hln and spend 
the night in Bangkok before boarding a plane to- 
morrow to Minnesota, U.S.A. 

convert to Buddhism, says Soe Mynit. 
U Thu Zana states that if the KNU 
joins DKBA, peace for all Karen will 
follow, he says. 

KNLA and KNU had depended on 
revenue from logging teak and other 
hardwoods, and from taxing smug¬ 
glers, but with the loss of territory 
and a Thai crackdown on the black 
market, revenue dropped. Now they 
barely survive on a 5% tax collected 
from Karen farmers, says Saw Htoo. 

Along with a decrease in revenue, 
is an arms shortage. The Chinese 
stopped supplying the market with 
AK47s, according to Saw Htoo. Thai 
officials cracked down on their side 
of the border. Occasionally a Burmese 
soldier will sell a gun and/or ammuni¬ 
tion, but prices have gone up. A used 
M16, selling for around 10,000 baht 
($270) on today’s market, a few years 
ago would have brought only 6,000 to 
8,000 baht ($162 to $216), he says. 

Next month we will examine the 
Karen*s potential for better treatment 
by — if not freedom from — the SPDC, 
the '"State Peace and Development 
Council,” or if they will have to soldier 
on under increasingly difficult circum¬ 
stances. Is it possible that business may 
have a better effect than bullets? Stay 
tuned next month. ^ 
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A Firestone Vineyard’s new Jarhead 
Red Reserve is celebrating the 231st 
birthday of the United States Marine 
Corps with a special mission: raise 
scholarship funds for the Marine Corps 
Scholarship Foundation (MCSF). Adsm 
Firestone, third-generation winegrower 
and president of Firestone Vineyard, 
created Jarhead Red Reserve solely 
to benefit the MCSF, donating all of 
its neFproceeds to the MCSF, so sons 
and daughters of Marines and former 
Marines are able to attend top college 
and universities because of the wine’s 
charitable donation to the foundation. 
Red Reserve is a 2004 varietal vintage 
comprised: 30% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
25% Merlot, 20% Cabernet Franc, 
15% Petit Verdot and 10% Malbec. 
The wine’s retail price is between $25 
and $30 and will be available online at 
www.shopfirestone.com and at select 
retail outlets. 

A Perfect Frame lip 

To-the-point bumper stickers are 
good - but plate frames with a message 
are even better as they last longer. Here’s 
a great site with license plate firames 
that are outstanding. I think I will get a 
couple: www.usaircombat.com 

A Winner lor the NRA Board: 

With the same selfless dedication 
and singleness of purpose that won him 
the Silver Star in Vietnam, for as long 
as Steve Schreiner has been associated 
with SOF, he has been a tireless and ef¬ 
fective worker in support of the Second 
Amendment. Schreiner is running for 
the NRA Board of Directors. You will 
never find a man more committed to de¬ 
fending our Second amendment rights. 
Steve has my wholehearted support, 
and deserves yours as welL I urge you 
to vote for Schreiner, and to make your 
vote for Steve pack the most punch, 1 
suggest you use the “bullet ballot” tech¬ 
nique, wherein if you vote only for him. 


your vote for the 20 or so others you 
could have voted for, will go to Schrein¬ 
er. — Robert K. Brown, Editor-Publisher, 
SOF 

“Earthquake McGoon” 

Comes Home 

The skeletal remains of James B. Mc¬ 
Govern Jr., discovered m an unmarked 
grave in remote northern Laos in 2002, 
were positively identified on Sept. 
11 by laboratory experts at the U.S. 
military’s Joint POW/MIA Accounting 
Command in HawaiL They were flown 
CONUS for a military funeral in New 
Jersey last October. 

Half a century ago, he was one of the 
first American combat deaths in Viet¬ 
nam, then a legendary mere known as 
“Earthquake McGoon” because of his 
6-foot height and 260 pound bame. He 
died piloting a CIA-owned C-119 Flying 
Boxcar that was hit by ground fire while 
parachuting hard rice to the besieged 
French garrison at Dien Bien Phu, 
which fell the next day. “Looks like this 
is it, son,” McGovern radioed another 
pilot as his shot-up plane limped more 
than 90 Kheks into Laos, where it ca¬ 
reened in to a hill. McGovern had been 
with Civil Air Transport (CAT) since it 
rose from the ashes of WW 11, tracing 
its blood lines back to the legendary 
Flying Tigers. Earlier captured by com¬ 
munist forces, he was eventually freed 
- because, his friends joked, they could 
not afford to feed him - 

USANV Golden Anniversary 

More than 600 Gls, civilians and 
family members, past and present, of 
the U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit, 
gathered together Oct 18 to 21 to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
formation of the Army Marksmanship 
Unit The Military Marksmanship Asso¬ 
ciation — the al umni association of the 
Army Marksmanship Unit — conducted 
the festivities. The MMA Reunion hon¬ 
ored the shooters and staff of the Army 
Marksmanship Unit and provided an 
opportunity for the shooters of the past 
to meet the new shooters of the pres¬ 
ent 

The AMU is attached to the Acces¬ 
sions Support Brigade of the U.S. Army 
Accessions Command. The Marksman¬ 
ship Unit trains soldiers to win com¬ 
petitions and enhances combat readi¬ 
ness through train-the-trainer clinics, 
research and development. ^ 
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Item 

Circle Size Qty. 

Price 

Green Flight Jacket 

S-M-L-XL 

129.00 

XXL-XXXL 

131.00 

Black Satin Jacket 

S-M-L-XL 

69.00 


XXL-XXXL 

71.00 
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Woodrow “Woody” Wilson Keeble’s Laurels Long Overdue 


By CBalen L. C3een. SCDF= Field Editon, 
With FTeseench by l\/lenny Helm 


* Author^s Note: Merry Helm is re¬ 
sponsible for nearly all the research in 
this article that is directly related to the 
actions of Woodrow Wilson Keeble dur¬ 
ing the Korean War. She has graciously 
supplied Soldier of Fortune magazine 
with the results of her investigations 
into Keeble’s actions and answered any 
of our questions. Without her efforts 
the story of “Wooefy” Keeble would 
have been lost and the attention now fo¬ 
cused on him and the efforts to have his 
Distinguished Service Cross upgraded 
to the Medal of Honor never been pos¬ 
sible. We at Soldier of Fortune want 
to express our sincerest “thank you'' to 
Merry and her research assistant Linda 
Heltemes. 

Based on testimony, our research 
and that of Merry Helm, we at Sol¬ 


dier of Fortune magazine believe that 
Woodrow Wilson Keeble should receive 
this nation's highest award for military 
valor—The Medal of Honor. We also 
support the suggestion that Keeble's 
image, as the modern embodiment of 
history's proud Dakota Warrior, should 
be forever preserved in a classic work 
of bronze in the state of North Dakota. 
We urge the people of North Dakota to 
recognize a man whose fighting spirit 
not only carried the day in battle but on 
many occasions his willingness to place 
himself between the enemy and his 
troops insured that his fellow soldiers 
returned safely to their families. The 
following story of courage and valor is 
not of a battle but of a man whose place 
in history must not be lost. — SOF 


N ot every soldier is a warrior. 
There are soldiers who fight 
well and they are the battle¬ 
ments that the enemy, in all this fury, 
throws himself against. Sometimes, 
in the most desperate minutes of the 
battle, a single, remarkable warrior 
emerges from the beleaguered sol¬ 
diers. This warrior will stand above 
his brothers-in-arms and will chal¬ 
lenge the enemy. His presence and 
actions become the rally point that 
turns the tide of battle. 

Some warriors appear only once 
and others whenever their country 
needs them. Their warrior blood be¬ 
gins to stir with the scent of battle 
and they know their fellow soldiers 
will need him when the battle seems 
most hopeless. Usually, we read about 
these warriors in history books but 
most of their stories are lost in the 
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Company /, 164th Infantry, Captain R. H. Alexander commanding, when in training at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana prior to being deployed to the Pacific Theater in 
WWII. Thrust into the heat of it on Guadaicanal, this National Guard unit from the Dakota farm country gave an excellent account of itself in the defense of Henderson 
Field, and throughout the Pacific campaigns - in no small part due to the individual heroism of men such as Woodrow Wilson Keeble. Photo: courtesy Merry Helm 


dust of time. Researcher Merry Helm 
rescued the heroic story of Wood- 
row Wilson Keeble from the brink of 
oblivion. Helm had never met Keeble, 
but her researcher’s instincts told her 
that Keeble’s battlefield actions were 
the stuff of legend. 

The battlefields of the Korean War 
were rocky, scrub-covered hillsides, 
rice paddies and cities; The bitter 
fighting of those years tested the 
fighting spirit of America’s soldiers 
and Marines. Many of the soldiers and 
Marines who fought there were veter¬ 
ans of World War 11 and their combat 
experience, locked in the recesses of 
their minds, was reminding them how 
men will die needlessly when their en¬ 
emy traps or overwhelms them. Per¬ 
haps, in the mind of Master Sergeant 
Woodrow Wilson Keeble, a full-blood 
Sioux Warrior from Wahpeton, North 
Dakota, it was this remembering of 
how men had died on the Pacific Is¬ 
lands that heated his warrior blood 
on 20 October 1951. 

His company was fighting for its 
life, pinned to the side of a nonde¬ 
script hill objective during Operation 
Nomad-Polar. Keeble knew that to 
cling to the meager cover was to die, 
yet every soldier’s survival instinct 
was urging him to stay behind the 
small rocks or in shallow shell craters 
and hope to survive. But Keeble was 
a veteran of the Army’s World War II 
Pacific campaign and he’d fought in 
many of the war’s most desperate bat¬ 
tles. In the decade following the war 
he’d returned to the peace of North 
Dakota but now, on a cold October 
day and still suffering from wounds 
he’d received earlier, Keeble knew he 
had to fight. Generations of Dakota 
Warrior blood boiled in his veins and 
for two hours he single-handedly 


changed the course of battle, perhaps 
shortening the war, by destroying 
three CCPA machinegun positions 
and their supporting rifle positions 
that had stopped the assault of Golf 
Company, 19^ Infantry, 24^ Infantry 
Division, in the last UN offensive of 
the Korean War. 

The survivors of that day’s battle 
believe that Keeble should have re¬ 
ceived the Medal of Honor. Twice 
the big Indian affectionately called 
“The Chief’ was recommended for 
the Medal of Honor and each time the 
paperwork was lost in the wartime 
shuffle. Last May 31, Secretary of The 
Army Francis Harvey, after reading a 
new recommendation researched by 
Merry Helm and submitted by Sena¬ 
tors Kent Conrad (D-N.D.) and Tim 
Johnson (D-S.D.), recommended 
Keeble for the nation’s highest award 
for valor. After reading his story, SOF 
readers will understand and appre¬ 
ciate why Keeble’s men believe he 
should have received the MOH. No 
one truly knows why the recommen¬ 
dations were caught up in the fog of 


war but some believe that it was the 
obfuscation of racial prejudice that 
kept “Woody” from receiving the 
MOH. Perhaps, by the time this story 
is published or soon thereafter, histo¬ 
ry’s mistake will be corrected and the 
proud warrior will be honored, as he 
should have been 50 years ago. 

But, to understand the “Woody” 
Keeble story, it is necessary to under¬ 
stand who Woody was and why he 
has become a legend throughout the 
rolling plains of North Dakota. 

It Began in WW II, on Guadalcanal 

There are a few of Keeble’s vital 
statistics that are a bit fiizzy, but the 
various corroborating newspaper and 
investigative accounts prove he was 
bom on 16 May 1917 in Waubay, 
South Dakota, a tiny farming com¬ 
munity in the northeast corner of 
the state. When he was still a toddler 
Keeble’s mother moved to Wahpeton, 
North Dakota and she began work¬ 
ing in the Wahpeton Indian Boarding 
School. When Woodrow was nine his 
mother died and the orphan became 


Between wars, Keeble returned to his native Dakotas to lead a full but quiet life - which included 

harvMtinn vanisnn in .waann 
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An example of the records Helm has had to work with in researching the story 
of Woodrow Wilson Keeble. This sheet of radio traffic from the battle of Hen¬ 
derson Field on Guadalcanal was used by both SOF’s Geer and Merry Helm 
in reconstructing the story of Keeble's unit on the canal and Keeble’s roll in 
the battle. Often the writing is illegible and must be painstakingly compared 
against other records to learn what actually took place. Helm has been work¬ 
ing on the Keeble story for two years and believes that only when he receives 
the Medal of Honor will the story be finished. Photo: Galen L. Geer 


a ward of the boarding school and it 
provided him with stability and was 
a guiding force for him. Through¬ 
out his life Keeble remained loyal to 
the school that had provided him a 
home. 

After graduation from high school 
Keeble stayed in Wahpeton and he 
became a local hero with his fastball 
pitching in the town’s amateur base¬ 
ball league. His uncanny accuracy for 
the strike zone with his fastball didn’t 
go unnoticed and the Chicago White 
Sox were recruiting him when Ameri¬ 
ca entered World War II. 

Keeble was 25 years old when the 
United States was dragged into World 
War II. Bom into the warrior culture 
of the Dakota people, he felt the tug 
of war and he enlisted in North Da¬ 
kota Army National Guard, the 164^ 
Infantry Regiment, a month before the 
federal government activated the regi¬ 
ment on 10 February 1941. The unit 
was sent to Camp Claiborne, Louisi¬ 
ana, for training, then, in an attempt 
to blunt the Japanese South Pacific 
advance to Australia, the regiments 
shipped out on 24 May 1942 and was 
assigned to Task Force 6814, bound 
for New Caledonia. There, with two 
other guard regiments, it became part 
of the newly formed Americal Divi¬ 
sion. 

In October 1942 the division was 
ordered to relieve the exhausted First 
Marine Division on Guadalcanal but 
because of a shortage of ships the 
Navy could only move one regiment 
at a time to the island. There, in the 
steaming jungles of “the canal” Wood- 
row Wilson Keeble and the 164^ met 
history. 

Beginning the day the North Dako¬ 
ta regiment set foot on the island they 
were writing the pages of the war’s 
history. The Third Battalion of the 
164^ Infantry was the first U.S. Army 
unit on the Canal, landing on Kokum 


Beach, then joining 
the battle-weary 

Marines. They were 
soon joined hy the 
First and Second 
Battalions, which 
were assigned a 
6,600-yard sector of 
the line surround¬ 
ing Henderson 
Field. The Second 
Battalion was on 
the left flank of the 
Marines, placing 
them southeast of 
Henderson’s bomb¬ 
er field and on a 
curving perimeter 
to the north. The 
left flank of the 2"*^ 
was anchored to the 
1®‘ Battalion, which 
was east of the new 
fighter field that 
Marine engineers 
and Seabees had 
built after Hender¬ 
son Field had been 
secured. The 3"** 

Battalion (Keeble’s) 
was held in reserve 
in anticipation of a 
renewed Japanese 
ground offensive. 

Baptism of Fire 

After landing 
the 164* the Navy’s transports and 
screening ships turned back for New 
Caledonia to pick up the next regi¬ 
ments, but would not return for sev¬ 
eral weeks. The green National Guard 
troops were under the operational 
command of soft-spoken Marine 
Major-General Alexander Vanderg- 
rift. The 164* Commanding Officer, 
Colonel Bryant E. Moore, was a WWl 
veteran and graduate of the August 
1917 West Point Class. Commanding 


the 3'^ Battalion was North Dakotan, 
Lieutenant Colonel Robert T. Hall. 

The regiment’s baptism of fire 
came within hours of their landing. 
Japanese bombers began sporadic but 
ineffective runs over the beach, which 
proved to be a blessing for Marines 
who learned that the 164* was armed 
with the new Garand Ml semi-auto¬ 
matic rifles. Whenever the bombers 
appeared the GIs scrambled for cover 
and the Marines pilfered as many of 
the new rifles as they could scavenge 
from the boxes of equipment, along 
with anything else they could carry 
off. 

Later that day Japanese artillery 
gunners opened up on the airfield and 
surrounding area with their 105mm 
Howitzers and that night the Canal 
was subjected to one of the war’s 
largest naval bombardments by the 
Japanese navy. The 14-inch main guns 
of the battleships Kongo and Haruna, 
with supporting cruisers, pounded the 
area for nearly two hours. The bom¬ 
bardment, combined with the aerial 
bombings and artillery fire, killed 41 



Iferiuff/eer/ng again far service in the Korean War, Keebie is seen here with his Firsi Pfaioon, Gotf 
Company, 19th Infantry, 24th fnfantry Division. He was the sort of leader who saves lives in combat 
- by courage and example, and selflessness. Photo: courtesy Merry Helm 
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Marines and soldiers, wounded more 
than a hundred and left the airfield a 
shambles - but by mid-morning the 
Marines had put aircraft back in the 
air to attack the Japanese. 

Banzai in the Darkness 

The Japanese effort to retake 
Henderson Field had been an ongo¬ 
ing fight that began shortly after the 
Marines landed on 7 August 1942. 
General Haruyoshi Hyakutake, Com¬ 
manding Officer of the Seventeenth 
Array and the Imperial high com¬ 
mand, had underestimated both the 
size and fighting ability of the Ma¬ 
rines who had landed on the canal. 
Throughout the fighting, which was 
often bitter hand-to-hand combat; the 
Marines had stopped every Japanese 
attempt to retake the airfield. Intel¬ 
ligence had reported the build up of 
the Japanese forces and the 164^^ ar¬ 
rived as the Japanese build up was 
to calumniate in the fierce battle for 
Henderson Field. 

The fight began on the night of 23 
October 1942. That night Colonel 
Moore and his men of the 164‘^ heard 
the shouts of “Banzi” and faced the 
seasoned enemy who was determined 
to retake the airfield and throw the 


Americans off the island. Over the 
next three days what evolved is rec¬ 
ognized as one of the most significant 
island fights of the war in the Pacific. 
According to official records, during 
the Battle of Henderson Field, the Jap¬ 
anese used every weapon in their ar¬ 
senal including naval bombardment; 
fighter-bomber attacks, artillery, and 
massed human wave attacks against 
the Marine and Army lines. 

Henderson Field had become cru¬ 
cial to the Pacific theater. Before the 
U.S. Army arrived, the Guadalcanal 
campaign had already been a costly 
blunder for the Japanese. The Marines 
of Edson’s Raiders had stopped and 
nearly destroyed Major General Kiyo- 
take Kawaguchi’s crack 35*^ Brigade 
on Bloody Ridge in September and 
the Japanese General, ordered by the 
High Command to retake the Canal, 
was now on the island and had moved 
two divisions of his Seventeenth Army 
onto the Canal. A new plan to retake 
the airfield rested on a daring attack 
to be led by General Maruyama and 
units from the 2”*^ (Sendai) Division 
after a dangerous overland march, on 
which they were to carry their mor¬ 
tars and pack artillery. 

By 23 October about 20,000 Japa¬ 


nese had massed on the banks of the 
Matanikau River... ^ 

Next month, a steel warrior from the 
Dakota farm country is forged in the 
cauldron of battle, assuming a pivotal 
role in holding the line agaitist a mas¬ 
sive Japanese counter attack - and as¬ 
suming a hero's mantle he would wear 
through WWII and Korea. 



Photo of Keeble at the local VFW post shows 
more ribbons, medals and combat stripes from 
duty in two wars, than most career soldiers col¬ 
lect in a lifetime. Photo: Galen L. Geer 
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lots of books about the 
M,aTines. sdini: great, some 
goo d.., Wei 1 , ynu know 
the drill, but there hasn’t 
been an np-lo- datc book 
oil the USMC for more 
than a few rotations, and 
there has never been one 
quite Uke SEMPER FL 

Written by Colonel 
H. Avery Chenoweth, 

USMCR (Ret.) with Colo¬ 
nel Brooke Nihart, USMC 
(Ret.), SEMPER FI begins 
at “o’dark” 01:00 on Day 
One of the conception of 
the United States Marine 
Corps, when a fledgling 
United States was fighting 
for its next breath of air. 

With a foreword by 
James Brady, of Parade 
magazine and a special 
tribute to Col. John H. Glenn, Jr., 
Marine, Astronaut and U.S. Senator, 
SEMPER FI will take you on a jour¬ 
ney from the shores of New England 
to the sands of Iraq; a journey you’ll 
never forget, and one you’ll be proud 
to remember as long as you live. 
It’s the story of a million men and 
women who have answered the call 
and who will keep on in order to pre¬ 
serve this place, this thing, this idea 
that is unique to the history of the 
world; this AMERICA that Ronald 
Reagan called “A Shining City on a 
Hill.” It’s the AMERICA with which 
he proudly proclaimed he had a love 
affair, and it’s a love affair shared by 
every Marine. 

Shrouded in a dust cover you’ll 
gaze upon every day, SEMPER FI will 
share a place of honor on your coffee 
table where your feet used to rest. 
It will command you to open it and 
peruse its 480 high-gloss pages and 


at least 1,000 wonderful color and 
black-and-white photographs and il¬ 
lustrations a dozen times, before you 
settle in to listen to the million words 
of history and personal accounts that 
fill in between. 

As you read SEMPER FI I guar¬ 
antee you’ll be filled with pride for 
United States Marine Corps that has 
always been “The First to Fight.” 
May God bless them! I also strongly 
recommend SEMPER FI for politi¬ 
cians (both inside the USMC and 
out) to remind them that the Corps’ 
mission is fighting our enemies in¬ 
stead of fiefdom and career build¬ 
ing. At the unbelievable low price of 
just $29.98, SEMPER FI is the book 
“steal” of the year. For a briefing, 
contact Barnes & Noble, 122 Fifth 
Ave., 2“"* Floor, Dept. SOF, New York, 
NY 10011; phone: 800-422-7717 
(www.barnesandnoble.com)... 
“Ooo-Rahl” ^ 
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PARA ORDNANCE • Continued from page 26 

empty, or th^t there is a mechanical 
problem. As with any autopistol, the 
drill here is to immediately move, tap 
the bottom of the magazine to make 
sure it is seated, rack and roll the 
slide to eject any misfired round and 
feed a loaded one, and get hack in the 
fight. The drill is NOT to stand there 
and beat a dead horse by continuing 
to pull your trigger and pray that the 
pistol will fire! Anyone who tells you 
diafierent has probably never had to 
really use a gun, or if he did, he was 
lucky. 

The Para-Ordnance LDA is fired 
^cdy hke a double-action revolver, 
just aim and press all the way back 
until the pistol fires. However, for very 
long shots, the trigger can be staged 
by simply pulling it back lightly until 
slight resistance is met when it con¬ 
tacts the sear. Then another earefiil 
press will fire the pistol single action 
style for greater hit probability out to 
100 yards and beyond. Two pistols in 
one? You bet! 

hi Extractor With 

The most important factor in any 
firearms is reliability - the gun must 
go “bang” every time the trigger is 
pulled. Next comes extraction, one 
of the two weakest links in any self¬ 
loading firearm (the other being the 
magazine). 

For years, 1911 makers and mak¬ 
ers of aftermarket parts have sought 
to improve the extractor. Some have 
designed external types while others 
have used better materials or modi¬ 
fied the original extractor. Once again, 
enter Ted Szabo with an entirely new 
concept in a 1911 extractor. 

Called the Para-Power Extractor, 
this one has proved to be the most ad¬ 
vanced 1911 ^tractor ever. Housed 
completely in the sUde, the Para-Pow¬ 
er Extractor pivots on a separate axis 
and has its own coil spring. It also has 
an extractor claw that is roughly 50% 
wider than that of a standard 1911 
^tractor, for a maximum, grip on the 
case. With the Para^Power Extrac¬ 
tor, the slide can also be closed on a 
chambered round. 



With the LDA and the Para-Power 
Extractor came a return to a single 
stack 1911 style pistol, this in the 
wake of the “magazine ban” of two 
decades ago. Although Para-Ordnance 
had plenty of hi-cap magazines in 
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Stock, the ban caused shooters to take 
a second look at the single stack 1911 
pistol, and the gun began to enjoy 
new popularity, especially with new 
shooters continuing to arrive on the 
scene. For the first time in its history, 
PaiM^rdnance produced a single-col¬ 
umn magazine, 1911-sjtyle pistol. 

With the magazine ban lifted, 
Para-Ordnance offered both single- , 
action and LDA versions of the 1911, 
both high capacity and single-icolumn 
magazine types, and m virtually all 
lengths and calibers, as well as in 
stainless steel and blue, and with the 
optional Novak Extreme Duty Adjust¬ 
able Sight! Then came Para-Coat fin-: 
ish, a tough molecular finish available 
in virtually any color. However, Para- 
Ordnance was not done. 

An Integral Frame Rail 

In 2005 Para-Ordnance debuted its 
first 1911-style high-capacity pistol 
with an integral frame raU. Made to 
U.S. military M1913 specifications, 
this rail is part of the reinforced dust 
cover portion of the fram^ j,Ust for¬ 
ward of the trigger guard. It \kll rig¬ 
idly mount any high quality tactical 
weapon light such as tliose made by 
Insight Technology and SureFire. The 
result? ! 

Have RYnnr Way 

With various branches of the 
military desiring different features 
in a new pistol to replace the M9, it 
has only to look to Pam-Qrdnance. 
Think about it: Para-Ordnance builds 
a Model 1911-tyle pistol in virtually 
any combination of operating systems 
arid magazine capacity in any size, 
shape, material and color any branch 
of the service might want This would 
mean a high degree of commonality 
in training, parts inventory holsters, 
pouches and etc. 

fve just received three Para^rd- 
nance .45 AGP 1911 style pistols,* 
each filustrating what P.O. cm offer, 
to fit the preferences of individual 
branches of the service. Let’s take a 
look: 

The MarlDe para Pistol 

With the United States Marine 
Corps’ MEU (SOC) element continu¬ 
ing to issue conventional single-action 
1911 pistols^ Para-Ordnance put to¬ 
gether a show-n-tell gun to make any 
Marine yell “Oo-Rah!” A single-action 
1911, this is the first Para-Ordnance 
sirigle-column magazine pistol to have 
a frame rail. It is also finished in Coy¬ 
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ote Brown ParaKote, a color adopted 
by the USMC several years ago. 

With all the other Para-Ordnance 
features, the Marine Para Pistol has 
a standard recoil spring system, ex¬ 
tended thumb and grip safety, flat- 
checkered mainspring housing md a 
cleyer lanyard mount on the butt. The 
grips, which are presentation-grade 
; checketed walnut are laser engraved 
with the USMC logo. 



With the Army requiring a double¬ 
action 'pistol with a high capacity 
magazine, Para-Ordnance assembled 
a 14-shot LDA to fill that bill. This 
one has Para-Ordnance’s standard 
1911 thumb safety, which totally dis¬ 
ables the firing mechanism, but it can 
also furnish the gun without a thumb 
safety, as some in the Army indicated 
they might prefer. In addition to its 
M1913 frame rail, the Army Para sam¬ 
ple came through with a combination 
of ParaJCote colors including a slide in 
OD green with the frame and controls 
in shades of gray apd tan, but because 
Pm^a Ordnance offers only one ultra 
thin grip pattern for its hi cap pistols, 
the grips on this gun are standard fac¬ 
tory black polymer. 



Early on in the selection proGess, 
the U,S. Special Forces remained 
interested in a single column 1911 
and tonitinues to field 191 lAl pis¬ 
tols it has in inventory, some having 
been upgraded as part of an interim 
sidearm. However, SF also expressed 
interest in a DAO pistol, but since it 
didn’t have the funds to adopt a pistol 
of its own, SF decided to take what¬ 
ever tile Big Army adopted. WLth all 
this iri ndnd, Para Ordnance created 
a single column LDA pistol with a 
frame r^ finished in ParaKote with 
the thre^ colors of the Army’s new 
ACU pattern camouflage. Like the 
Marine Para Pistol, the SF Para came 
with its own unique laser engraved 
walnut grips, but with the Special 
Forces insignia on both sides. 

All three pistols are stainless steel, 
with their match-grade barrels left 
natural. All have conventional recoil 
spring systems for easy disassembly 
in the field, and P.O.’s own lanyard 
mounts on the butt. ^ 

Next month, we get in some (rigger 
time, and test myriad accessories Jor 
these fine pistok. 
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ADVERTISING IN SOLmtR OF FORTUNE 

Can Get You RESULTS! 

Call Tom at 888-881-8009 or e-mail him at 
tchambersi 9@cox.net for more information. 

“SOFls an excellent place to reach ‘military minded’ folks. The ‘Adventure Quartermaster’ 
section has really helped us get the word out about our new products and since Colonel 
Brown likes to try out the gear made by his advertisers in his own adventures, we’ve 
been lucky enough to appear in a few articles as well.” 

Jeff Wemmer • President • Spec-Ops Brand 
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WARNING AND DISCLAIMER: Any content in this publication, including technical data, reports of any activities, information, 
events and circumstances under controlled situations and under supervised control have not been tested nor approved nor 
were under the control of Soldier of Fortune Magazine. Reports are transmitted from Independent sources to which SOFhas 
no obligation nor control. The data is transmitted for reporting events by the author. Soldier of Fortune Magazine, its agents, 
officers, consultants nor any other individual or entity reject any and all responsibility for any reporting in this publication. Any 
reports in this publication do not provide detail for comprehensive safety techniques, training techniques, training precautions 
that are absolutely essential for any covered or similar activity. 


NaturalStrength.com 

Serious. Drug Free. Strength 
Training. One of the BEST sites 
on the web for truthful strength 
training information. 


IU 71 Knives 

C'liriLt -L^Uc^J XtroDoili 
WUIh^uI Limits 


www.pxsupply.com 

We carry high quality military souvenirs 
We specialize in OIF t-shirts such as 
“My dad,” “My Son” is over there 


U.S. MILITARY CAMO& 
PERSONAL EQUIPMENT 


Alice Gear, Flight Gear, Police, Survival, 
Black Ops, US Mil. Knives, Camping, 
Night Camo, Helmets & Boonie Hats! 

Online Catalog, www.olcnet.com 
2 Bucks for Print Catalog to OLCSF, 
POB 1618, Alamogordo, NM 88311 


LOOMPANICS UNLIMITED 

titles are now available from 
FS Book Company, 

RO. Box 417457 Dept SF, 
Sacramento, CA 95841 -7457. 
Catalog $2 vvww.fsbookco.com 


OR ^ 
LWRiTEi 


10 GET COMPIETE DETAILS ON THE BmSJ, BtSJm 
l omsj mo (PURSE AVAIIABIE AHYWHERf. GUAMNIIED >' 

Hoos'-SiS'* B88-337-883 
global SCHOOL OF 
INVESTIGATION 

PO Box 6600 • Nashua, NN 03063 • www.pvteye.cotn | 


U”! Kiprir*. 

UnlJikk, t-T|, 


4.5" BLADE 


SOLKIlilR OF FORTIJnil 


Avoitabie in Block, OD, Desert Sand 
Round or Oval grip. 

ESA 937-644-2170 
www.esa-swords.com 
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PRIVATE EYEI #1 world supplier ■ WWW.PKKNIVES.OOM 
' —" P.A.I. BODY ARMOR "- 



(310)657-6333 


VISIT OUR SPY SHOP 


“On The World Wide Web” 
www.spytechagency.com 
“On The Sunset Strip” 
8519-8521W. Sunset Blvd. 

West Hollywood, CA 90069 
- Web Site Features - 
PI Agency • PI Academy • Spy Shop 
Online over 2500 investigation - surveillance 
countermeasure products, books & videos!! 



20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping. Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 
FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
“Video Available” 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 — (406) 846-1000 


NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 

DVDs, VIDEOS, MAGAZINES 
New Selection - Family Recreation \ 

Sample DVD $35, video $25, foto-catalog S3 
LIFESTYLES-SF 

Box 661268, Los Angeles CA 90066 


MILITARY BOOKS ON 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Visit our website at: 

www.galago.GO.za 

For regular updates e-mail: 

lemur@mweb.oo.za 


Best Selection of 
Low Enforcement Supplies 
Anywhere! 


CATALOG 



New Mfg. 
NiJ Certified 
U.S. Gov. 
Approved 


COMPLETE LINE OF 
CONCEALABLE VESTS 

STARTING AT 

$249.95 & UP 
W/ FREE TRAUMA 
PLATE 

AND TACTICAL VESTS 

STARTING AT 

$375.00 & UP 

Also Available Level III & IV 
Steel & Ceramic Plates 

Inter-American 
Security Products, Inc. 

E-Mail: interam@gate.net 
Shop online: www.interamer.com 


TOLL FREE / FREE CATALOG 

1 - 888 - 299-9750 

SILVERMANS 


CWC Genuine Military Watches 
Swiss Made • M.O.D Approved • 3 Year Warranty 



Quartz R.N. Divers 
NEW /ram £250.00 
Automatic RN 
from £350.00 


R.M. Speciel 
Boat Service 
Divers SOOmtr 
NEW £299.00 


Quartz British 
GS 2000 
with Date 
NEW £89.99 


SAS 1940' Pattern Cammo Smock 
Excellent remake. Made to exacting 
tyle and detail of the original smock. 
HNEW £69.99 . , 


Genuine MUHanmo^ ■H 
Army, RAF & 

Wool Ribbed JHP 

V-neck & Crew 

NEW £35!oSS^ * 
Genuine Issue SAS Windproof Smock 
windproof material NEW £90.00 
Desert also Avail NEW £95.00 



LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPLY 

888.642.0007 When ordering 

I please mention J 

www.nles.com code: SOF 





CRKT m\ CARSON 
SPECIAL FORCES 


^ CERBER IMF II 

INFANTRY BLACK 
^ SURVIVAL KNIFE 
TACTICALHUNTIlVGFISflllVGLAWFIRE 
KMTCAMPINGPOCKETFAOTASY 


P.O. BOX 107 ' BREMWOOD, CA 94513 
(925) 550-1554* SALESmPUBS.COM 


POUCE MIUTARY 
SIMULATOR 


.^Full size, Metal, Semi Auto 
^ Single/Doubie Action, 
^ Recoils, Flames, Smokes 
★ 100% Legal / 




1 - 877 - 332-23431 




POLICE/MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT 


2 Harford St, Mile End London El 4PS England 

Prices subject to current eat. - check Air Mall p&p £20.00 
Phone or E-Mail for free catalogue quoting SOF 


BATONS 
BODYARMOR 
HANDCUFFS 
METAL DETECTORS 
MINE DETECTORS 
OPTICS 
NIGHT VISION 
SPY EQUIPMENT 
BOMB BLANKETS 


BOMB SUITS 
FIRE GEAR 
HELMETS 
TEAR GAS 

STUN GUNS 

And much, 
much more... 


Tamiami International 
Equipment, Inc. 

13615 S. Dixie Hwy. Suite 456 
Miami, FL 33176-7254 
Ph.: 305-235-8777 • Fax: 305-235-0603 
E-Maii: tamiami@gate.net 
SlKi|} online: www.tamiamiannor.com 
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But I don’t want to think about that 
this morning, not the bad stuff. These 
guys here have told me the stories, 
because Tm sort of “the media” and 
they want the world to know about 
their commander and their friends 
who lived and died with an American 
flag patch on their right shoulder; but 
they don’t dwell out loud for long on 
the bad. The rocket attack this morn¬ 
ing at dawn was a complete failure, 
and today is looking to be a beauti¬ 
ful day, and, sure, breakfast may be 
MREs, which I’ll skip, but I’ll take 
the refrigerated juices, the donuts, 
the bagels and the cereal. Who can 
complain? 

And I’ve got my cameras, and I 
think ril just walk around the FOB, 
saying hello here and there, seeing 
what’s going on with these guys serv¬ 
ing America in the middle of nowhere, 
at the edge of the universe, in an FOB 
they call home a long long way from 
their real homes. ^ 

Jim Keller is the nom-de-plum of 
a freelance writer who was a Special 
Forces captain in 5th Group. He is a 
frequent contributor to SOF, 



THE ORHilNAL 

“MRir 

MEAL REPLACEMENT BAR 




Peanut Honey 
Crunch 


"The Best Tasting Bar 
on the Market” 


Whether you are working in special ops or running the race of your life, the SOG SURVIVAL BAR 
will help you complete your mission or achieve your personal goals. It's the first and only com¬ 
plete high calorie bar loaded with vital minerals, vitamins and electrolytes. It is non-thirst provok¬ 
ing and packed with 36 grams of high quality protein. We also have added 190 mgs of energy 
blasting caffeine to push you ahead of the pack. 

The SOG SURVIVAL BAR was developed for the United States Military, professional athletes and 
"First Responders". After the SOG SURVIVAL BAR was introduced, it didn't take long for the 
extreme sports enthusiast to find out about it. 

The SOG SURVIVAL BAR is currently being used by Law Enforcement, marathon runners, cyclists, 
backpackers, mountain climbers, hunters and campers. It is the perfect" First Response" food 
item for disaster victims. 

When it comes to complete nutrition on the go, there is only one name to remember. SOG SUR¬ 
VIVAL BAR. 

WWW.SOGNUTRITION.COM 

ORDERS 281-568-5685 

For "Special" S.O.F. Prices go to our website and use code sofo7 
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DEALERS WELCOME 


TECTOR 


WR 200 M 


SELF-ILLUMINATIDN SYSTEM GLOWS 
FDR OVER 25 YEARS 

SCREW DOWN CROWN ROTATING BEZEL 
WATER RESISTANT TO 200M 
HIGH QUALITY SWISS COMPONENT MOVEMENT 
■ NYLON OR RUBBER STRAP 

BLACK DIAL 

y 3 YEAR BATTERY, I YEAR WARRANTY 

HARDENED MINERAL CRYSTAL 
GIFT BOXED 

MSRP $79.95 

SBUF 7E€Hf]iaLl^V MS 

TRiTiurrx 

BUY NOW AT 
WWWJRITIUMTIME.CDM 
FOR MORE INFDRMATIDN VISIT 

WWW.UZIGEAR.CDM 
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says president 


Melos zenawi, Pglrting the Union . 
of Islamic Courts (UlC)^,Somali 
Istamists. 152,000 troops braced 
for combat, training with massive 
stdckS'Of military hardware includ¬ 
ing Soviet made t-SS battle tanks, 
heavy artillery, multiple rocket 
launchers and lowed howitzers. 


CSURTS supported by Iran Libya 
Sudan Syria Egypt Saudi Arabia and 
other terrorists countries. 
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1 went to Paris, which I had 
called home for several years, as 
I had done the year before, to see 
what was really going on before 
the anticipated inssurections ex¬ 
ploded. I, like ffiofty >vho had a love 
affair with the city of lights, was 
extremely troubled by the shocking 
deterioration and civil unrest of 
one of the most fabulous, romantic 
cities in the world. 


f ^^ONattcy 


S ome were warning of 
an intifada in France 

as the anniversary of last 
year’s three weeks of riots through¬ 
out the country was approaching. 

For what seemed an endless 20 
days in November, 2005, thousands 
of mainly Muslim immigrants or 
children of immigrants had terror¬ 
ized 300 banlieues (neighborhoods) 
across the country, burning cars, 
attacking police, and vandalizing 
neighborhoods, forcing the govern¬ 
ment to declare a state of emergency. 
(See SOF issues March and April 
2005 for full coverage of the riots.) 

others Were Warning nf Civil War 

“We are in a state of civil war, 
orchestrated by radical Islamists. 
This is not a question of urban 


^arseillS / Aix-en-Provence 


violence any more. It is an intifada, 
with stones and firebombs,” Michel 
Thoomis, spokesman for the French 
Action Police trade union was wide¬ 
ly quoted. 

The German press was warning 
of “a civil war climate under any 
other name.” 

“Many youths, many arsonists, 
many vandals behind the violence 
do it to cries of ‘Allah Akbar’ when 
our police cars are stoned,” Thoo¬ 
mis said. 

“I can’t tell yet if we are dealing 
with an intifada, type revolt, but 
there is a trmendous push by a lot 
of the islamist for one. The less gets 
done, the more likely it will become,” 
warns Thierry Pons, a Frenchman 
who is a certified instructor in per¬ 
sonal defense for John Farnam’s De- 
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Fred Perrin trains soldiers in knife fighting techniques. 


fense Training International (DTI). 

“The major drug traffickers in 
France get their supply mostly from 
Afghanistan (like the rest of the 
world) but they are also operating out 
of the banlieus” he blamed Islamic 
drug lords for much of the chaos. 


Five million Muslims live in 
France, primarily of Algerian and Mo¬ 
roccan heritage, the largest minority 
in Europe. 

“Radical Islamics account for only 
a minority of the Moslem population, 
but perpetually unemployed men. 


unceasingly on the dole, are easy to 
incite. Bombings and assassinations 
keep reticent ones in line.” 

France has 3.7m people living in 
poverty; 2.5m living on the minimum 
wage; and over 2.4m unemployed, 
the Economist reports. Up to 40% of 
young immigrants or children of im¬ 
migrants who live in the poor banlU 
eus are unemployed. 

Apprehensive French authorities 
were preparing for the banlieus to go 
up in flames as the anniversary of last 
year’s violent riots crept up. 

Riot police were being mobilized 
in preparation for the anticipated in¬ 
surrections. 

A Media Sellout 

The media had the French in a 
panic with the hysterical coverage of 
events leading up to the one year an¬ 
niversary. 

“I don’t know if you know this, 
most people don’t, is that French 
journalists (of whatever media) get 
special tax breaks just for them. This 
influences their coverage much more 
than ideology,” Pons said. 

Whatever the motive, the media 
was hyped for the potential insur¬ 
gency. 

I met with a former French infantry 
sergeant, Fred Perrin at the Marriott 
on the famous and splendid avenue of 
the Champs Elysee. I had been told 
that Perrin, who trained law enforce¬ 
ment and the military in France and 
Switzerland in self defense and com¬ 
bat tactics had a handle on the situ¬ 
ation. 

I had a warped sense of amusement 
in seeing a burly, SOF type dressed in 
blue jeans and safari shirt walk into 
the pretentious hotel startling the self 
important, and probably filthy rich 
suit types. 

And Perrin fit the Special Forces 
stereotype to a tee. 

Fie agreed that the French media 
was fast and loose. 

“What they have been doing for 
the last 15 days leading up to the 
anniversary of the riots is criminal. 
They are inciting the youth stirring 
up all of the anger and frustration.” 

The reports were indeed inflam¬ 
matory, but real. 

New Year’s Eve Terror 

Pons, whom I had contacted just 
before going to Paris, alerted me to 
one of the biggest attacks that had oc¬ 
curred on New Years, 2006. 

Anyone who has experienced a New 
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Year’s Eve in Paris knows that the par¬ 
tying, much of it in the streets, could 
compete with any mini Mardi Gras. 
The French media had reported that 
on New Year’s Day, police were escort¬ 
ing more than 100 young men who 
had been vandalizing cars in Nice on 
the train back to their homes in the 
banlieus of Marseilles and Avignon on 
New Years day: 600 passengers were 
traveling on the train after New Year’s 
Eve partying. Apparently the French 
railways, La Societe Nationale des 
Chemins de Fer (SNCF), had offered 
travel to Riviera resorts for New Year’s 
Eve for only $1.50 round trip, an of¬ 
fer the underprivileged youth could 
afford. 

One report was that a gang of 20- 
30 hooligans terrorized passengers, 
stealing their wallets and phones and 
sexually assaulting two women. The 
vandals slashed seats and broke win¬ 
dows. 

Another report said that one 20- 
year-old woman was grabbed in a lewd 
manner. The train officials called po¬ 
lice and pulled into the next station. 
The conductors resumed the journey 
with heavy police escort but, just be¬ 
fore the train reached Marseille, the 
offenders pulled the emergency stop, 


allowing many to escape. Supposedly 
two 19-year-old Moroccans and a mi¬ 
nor were arrested. 

The Year of Misery 

Sadistic thugs and hoodlums were 
plotting and scheming violent attacks 
for the anniversary of some of the 
worst violence in France in recent 
decades. 

Hooded gangsters doused a female 
police officer with gasoline in the Par¬ 
is suburb of Aulnay-sous-Bois after 
they baited police to the scene. The 
attack was revenge for a three-month 
sentence for a gang member’s stoning 
of a police car, the International Her¬ 
ald Tribune reported. 

Thirty gangsters ambushed a police 
car responding to a garbage bin fire 
they had intentionally set in the town 
of Orleans, 80 miles south of Paris. 
They trashed the police car with Mo¬ 
lotov cocktails and rocks. The attack 
was a brutal reprisal for a recent drug 
arrest. 

One officer’s face was ripped up by 
a rock, requiring 30 stitches when he 
and two fellow officers responded to 
a call reporting car vandalism. When 
the officers approached the scene of 
the supposed crime, 50 hooded thugs 


with rocks, baseball bats, and iron 
rods ambushed them. 

In another neighborhood, young 
mobsters set a vehicle on fire to block 
a bus driving down the road. Two 
youths entered the back of the bus that 
had come to a sudden stop, cleared 
out the passengers, doused the bus 
with gasoline, setting it on fire. When 
the poUce arrived, the masked arson¬ 
ists stoned them. 

Nearly a dozen busses were burned 
up in the weeks before the anniver¬ 
sary of the riots. Most of the time, the 
thugs forced drivers and passengers 
off the vehicles before burning the 
busses. 

A Violent Game Turns Lethal 

The stakes were getting much 
higher as the anniversary of the insur¬ 
rections drew near. Several ferocious 
juvenile delinquents had arsoned 
a bus full of passengers in the town 
of Marseille. This time, the arsonists 
did not bother to evacuate the inno¬ 
cent. Mama Galledou, a 26-year-old 
Senegalese student suffered extensive 
bums all over her body, lea\ing her 
crippled, disfigured and in excruciat¬ 
ing pain. 

The sick motivation the thugs had 







Buffer Technologies has all the AR-15 lacncal 
accessories you’ll ever need. Visil our website 
now and enter the Buffer Zone. 


WWinf.BUFrERTECH.COin 


Call Toll-free for a free catalog: 
877-6-Buffer (877-628-3337) 


\mFFER 

mK^^JTstrsTTTTTTwnrrrirm 


TECHNaLOEIES 


6S 


SUPPORT aUR TROOPS! • www.safmag.com • soudigr oi= f=or=?xurMe ^ f=eBRLJ/\FiY sooy” 










COYOTE BROWN 
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To get 0 copy of the Para Catalog, send $2 to: Para-Ordnante inc., Dept. 88 
1919 N.E. 45th Street • Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308-5136 or Call (416) 297-7855 


Cut through the darkness, illuminate the threat and 
see your front sight. Now is when your life depends 
on your service pistol and you need every advantage 
it can give you. The New Coyote Brown Nite-Tac 
delivers what you need: universal light rail, fiber 
optic front sight, smooth anti-jerk light double¬ 
action trigger and high capacity .45 ACP 
firepower. Light sold separately. , , i 
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Perrin demonstrates defense against multiple attackers. 


for the aggression? Payback for the 
female driver having earlier refused 
to stop for them to get in the bus be¬ 
tween authorized stops. The cowardly 
culprits forced their way on the bus, 
doused it with gasoline, set it aflame, 
and fled. The driver was able to evac¬ 


uate most of the passengers, but the 
victim’s clothes that had been soused 
with gasoline burst into flames. 

“These Are Acts of War” 

Some 4,200 violent incidents 
against police involving youths in 


France were recorded in 2006, with 
violence increasing by 30 percent 
from August to September alone, ac¬ 
cording to officials. That averages to 
nearly 15 attacks on law enforcement 
officials PER DAY. 

“First, it was a rock here or there. 
Then it was rocks by the dozen. Now, 
they’re leading operations of an al¬ 
most military sort to trap us,” Loic 
Lecouplier, a police union official in 
the Seine-Saint-Denis region north of 
Paris, said. “These are acts of war!” 
(themoderatevoice.com) 

An Impotent Pnlice Force 

“Our Policemen have no real pow¬ 
er,” Perrin said as we discussed the 
reports. “They just observe. Some¬ 
times they arrest one bad guy, but 
that’s where it ends. The jails are full 
and it is not possible to send them 
back to their country: 99% percent 
of immigrant children have French 
citizenship,” Perrin said. 

“The French policeman is like all 
other policeman. He receives his or¬ 
ders from the politicians. If you take 
a good policeman in Morocco or in 
France and tell them they can’t do 
anything, they just look useless and 
can’t take control. In France, the po- 
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liceman’s job is a bad job. The crimi¬ 
nals, the politicians, and the citizens, 
dislike them. 

“It’s very hard to understand—you 
have two people fighting or making 
trouble and make a policeman go for 
the arrest, but for the arrest they can’t 
use violence. For years it was easy to 
stop riots, you shoot, kill for defense, 
use fires or other solutions, but that 
is more expensive and not politically 
correct. But today they want to stop 
the problem without violence, by 
communication and dialogue. Some¬ 
times dialogue doesn’t work. Some 
people only understand the violence. 
This problem is not new but you 
don’t have the same coverage by the 
media,” he said. 

“As you know, groups like the 
Direction de la Surveillance du Ter- 
ritoire (DST) DST, French counter 
terrorism forces had a very free hand 
when it came to dealing with terror¬ 
ism (home grown or otherwise). The 
fact, however, that French police 
barely patrols, if at all, in the banlieus 
would imply that sources of intel¬ 
ligence have nearly dried up.” Pons 
said. 


Continued on page 78 



Fred Perrin with his partner in the self defense training institute, Philippe Perroti. 
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SPEC-OPS AIRPORT-FRIENDLY BAniE BUCKLE 


The Spec-Ops single-piece, injection-molded plastic buckle 
Battle Buckle technology. It's tough enough to withstand the 
rigorous battle conditions yet allows the wearer to pass eas¬ 
ily through airport security. The belt is made from a 
new nylon webbing material that was engineered to 
fit more comfortably around the body while maintaining a 
stiKer sidewall for increased gear carrying capacity. Available in 
two widths 1.75 inches or 1.5 inches and available in black, olive, 
tan. Air force Blue, gray or Coyote Brown. 

Spec,-Ops/Be$t Made Designs, Dept SOF 

P.O. Box 475 / Morohons, TX 79756 
866-SPEC-OPS / www.epecopsbrand.com 
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most 


STEINER BINOCUUR CARRY SYSTEMS 

Whether your outdoor life revolves oround hunting, hiking, marine navigation or tacti¬ 
cal situations, it is important to have a good binocular close at hand. Binocular shoulder 
harness systems have been a fovorite for binocular users who carry them for hours at a 
time with the constant need to bring them into use at a moments' notice. Steiner's Shoulder 
Harness elastic straps crisscross the user's back and evenly distribute the weight of the binocular, thus helping to reduce 
shoulder and back strain. Attachment of the harness system is made possible by the Steiner ClicLoc system. The attach¬ 
ment system allows the harness of the binocular strap to be quickly and securely attached to most Steiner binoculars 
with the insertion of a specially constructed "snap end" into a ClicLoc port on the user side of the binocular. 

Steiner/Pioneer Ras^orch, Dept. SOF 

97 Foster Road, Suite 5 / Moorestown, NJ 08057 
800-257-7742 / www.$teiner-bineculars.com 


BUTLER CREEK FLIP-OPEN SCOPE COVERS 


MEPROLIGHT LOW LIGHT ADVANTAGE 



www.safmag.com 


Butler Creek Multiflex flip-open scope covers ore spring-activated to give you the fast 
opening action you need. The tight, flexible collar prevents field of view blockage, eliminates 
accidental opening and protects against snow, rain, dust and dirt. Wotertight friction mounts 
anchor the covers to the scope. Works for both right- and left-handed shooters. Available in 
black or silver. 

Butler Creek, Dept. SOF 

9200 Cody / Overland Park, KS 66214 

800-845-2444 / www.butlercrieek.cam 




Meprolight sights ore designed for both pistols and rifles and ore 
said to be 20% brighter than other brands. Critical design features 
include light tubes that are sealed with a patented bonded process 
that makes them impervious to solvents and oil. Front dots are 
deliberately brighter than rear dots, encouraging focus on the front 
sight and beyond. Meprolight also furnishes many 
firearm manufacturers with night sights for 
their production guns. Mep¬ 
rolight night sights 
greatly enhance 
the usability of 
riles and pistols by 
providing 24-hour aiming 
points. Imported by Kimber. 

Kimber Mfg., Inc./Meproiight, Dept SOF 

One Lawton Street 

Yonkers, NY 10705 

800-880-2418 

www.kimberamerica.com 
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BLACKHAWK EXTENDED COLD WEATHER CLOTHING 

BlackHowk Warrior Wear is proudly introducing the Extended Cold Weather Clothing System (ECWCS) Gen III layer 5 jacket and pant, pro¬ 
viding soldiers, low enforcement and outdoorsmen Layer 5 of a layered clothing system, providing all-weather protection and all-day comfort. 
Ihe ECWCS Gen III Layer jacket is a durable, lightweight soft-shell jacket and the pant is made of EPIC fabric, providing the wearer with 
exceptional water and wind resistance, and breathability in a soft-shell design. Available in Regular Sizes S, M, L, XL and Long Sizes L 
and XL, the BlackHawk Warrior Wear ECWCS Gen III jacket and pant are available in ARPAT, Alpha Green or Black. 

Blackhawk Products Group, Dept. SOF 

4850 Brookside Court / Norfolk, VA 23502 / 800-694-5263 / vvww.blackhawk.com 


COMMAND ARMS ACCESSORIES 


SRS SNIPER STOCK 


The result of more than two years of research and development, the CAA Sniper 
Stock was designed in conjunction with special units of the IDF (Israel Defense Force). 
Designed to meet the demands of the precision marksman community, the Sniper 
Stock provides rapid target acquisition, faster and more accurate follow-up shots, 
and quicker target-to-target acquisi¬ 
tion. Completely adjustable, it features 
a rear-folding pod that converts an A2 
rifle, SR-25 rifle, or M4 carbine with a 
bipod, into a stable shooting platform 
with three-point support. Operators who have evaluated the CAA Sniper 
Stock have found its unique features exceed all of their requirements. 

Available for theM]6/AR]5/SR25. 

Command Arms Accessories, Dept. SOF 

76 Vincent Circle / Ivyland, PA 18974 
267-803-1517 / www.commandarms.com 



THE RIGHT CHOICE IN AIMING LASERS & TACTICAL LIGHTS 


''Recently I redeployed back from Iraq, but while I was there I was issued one of the best flashlights I have used operationally—^the OPERATOR OP-6. 
This light was used to provide light while a soldier was being worked on by a medic. The soldier lives due to the light made available by your company! 



Thank you for making an excellent flashlight that supports us and sheds light in the darkest of 
places that we soldiers go. Bottom line is that I and many soldiers that I know prefer your flashlight 
over other brands and it is because your flashlight is dependohle, rugged and works in extreme cli¬ 
mate situations. Due to your support of the military we all thank you and are honored to use your 
products."—Nick, SEC, U.S.A. 


Laser Devices, Inc. Dept. SOF 

2 Harris Court, Suite #A”4 / Monterey, CA 93940 
800-235-2162/ www.Iaserdevices.com 
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Testing Gear On 
Large Deer? Is This 
A Great Job Or What? 


3*- 


(left) We took time off to do a Utile pi inking with a Salute self resetting steel plate a bit larger than 
a phone book (inset). Distance according to our Bushnell Elite laser rangefinder was 98.5 meters. 
Rifle is Springfield Armory MIA SOCOM 16.308 with Burris 2x power Scout Scope which RKB 
prefers for “close ln“ work. RKB field wears a pair of tactical pants and a concealed carry vest 
from Woolrich Elite and found it to be of high quality, design and durability, (above) John Higgs, 
an editor at Paladin Press took a cow elk on opening day with DSA's excellent version of the FAL, 
their SA58 carbine chambered In 308 WIN. Note hunting’legal five round magazine and Specter’s 
outstanding three-polnt Special Operations Patrol Sling. We used Kifaru’s voluminous backpack 
to carry gear down the mountain.lt worked like a charm. 
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Black Hills Ammunition 

PO Box 3090 

Rapid City, SD 57709-3090 
(605) 348-5150 


Douglas, AZ 85607 

(520) 805-1970 i 

email: aUsafe@quixnet.nei 

Americase, Inc. 

1610 East Main St. 
Waxahachie, Texas 75165 
(800) 972-2737 

email: info@americase.coiTi 
www.americase.com 


emaU@barnesbuUets.com 

www.barnesbullets.com 

BlackHawk Products Group 

4850 Brookside Ct 
Norfolk, VA 23502 U.S.A. 
(800) 694-5263 

sales@blackhawk.com 

www.blackhawk.com 


www.black-hUls.com 

Burris Company 

331 East 8th Street 
Greeley, CO 80631 
Phone: 970-356-1670 
Fax: (970) 356-8702 

www.burrisoptics.com 
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Over a century ago, Conestoga 
wagons crammed with camping 
and hunting equipment roamed the 
American prairies as homesteaders 
settled the West. Tired, unwashed, 
unshaven men in strange, ill-fitting 
clothes designed to keep out the ele¬ 
ments guided their caravans in search 
of fresh meat and a quiet place to set 
up camp. Jump forward to 2006, sub¬ 
stitute 4WD vehicles for wagons, and 
Voila! You’ve got the annual elk hunt 
and gear test trip to Northern Colo¬ 
rado. This year our team consisted 
of 50F Publisher Robert K. Brovm 
USAR (Ret.), longtime friends of 
SOF: Vietnam and Desert 
Storm Veteran LTC Scott 
Blaney USA (Ret.), CW03 
Robert Bernard USA 
(Ret.) (Brown’s A Team 
Medic in Vietnam), Viet¬ 
nam Vet Lynn Kartchner 
ILT CE USAR (Ret.) and 
yours truly, chief scribe, 
bottle washer, and colo¬ 
nel wrangler. ^ 

John Higgs is a frequent 
contiibutor to Soldier of 
Fortune. 


(below) RKB used a Model 111911 Bowie from Wilson Tactical for general camp work including cook’ 
ing. He was intrigued by this particular model as it had .45 grips for the handle. Also, for reasons 
unknown, there is a small skull attached to the lanyard. Why? Ask Ryan Wilson. 


ji 






(above) W03 Robert “Boxr Bernard scares away the game with his S&W Model 1917 Service 
Revolver blasting down range. The Black Hills Blue Box (remanufactured). 45ACP hardball was 
more than adequate to hit our steel target at nearly 100 meters. RKB has a special place in his 
pantheon of heroes for Bernard, since he was the one that patched up RKB when he got hit with 
an eighty-duce mortar in Nam those many years ago. (left) '7 thought Blaney was trying to lead 
me astray. ..till I actually saw him pop the Salute target. ..a hundred meters away with his S & 
W Scandium Wilson Comhat Tactical 1911. Fortunately, I forgot to bet him, ” recollects RKB 


Bushnell Corporation 

9200 Cody 

Overland Park, KS 66214-1734 
(800) 423-3537 
Fax: (913) 752-3550 

www.bushnell.com 

DSAInc. 

P.O. Box 370 
Barrington IL 60011 
(847) 277-7258 

dsarms@earthlink.net 

www.dsarms.com 


Gunsite 

2900 W. Gunsite Road 
Paulden,AZ 86334 
(928) 636-4565 

Email: gunsite@gunsite.eom 
www.gunsite.com 

Hardigg Storm Case 

(800) 542-7344 

www.stormcase.com 

Kifaru International 

4894 VanGordon St. 

Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 


(800) 222-6139 or (303) 278-9155 

www.kifaru.net 

Salute Products, Inc. 

RO. Box 700 

North Plains, OR 97133 

(503) 617-7595 

www.saluteproducts.com 

Smith & Wesson 

2100 Roosevelt Avenue 
Springfield, MA 01104 
(800) 331-0852 

qa@smith-wesson.com 

www.smith-wesson.com 
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SOG Nutrition, Inc. 

(281) 568-5685 or (877) 412-3348 

www.sognutritlon.com 

Wenger N,A. (Swiss Army Knives) 

15 Corporate Drive 
Orangeburg, NY 10962 


Wiley X Eyewear by 
Protective Optics, Inc. 

7491 Longard Road 
Livermore, CA 94551 USA 
(800) 776-7842 

www.wileyx.com 




Specter 

1107 East Douglas Avenue 
Visalia, California 93292 
(559) 635-1172 

info@spectergear.com 

www.SpecterGear.com 




Springfield Armory 


(800) 267-3577 


Wilson Tactical, LLC 


420 West main Street 
Geneseo, IL 61254 
(800) 680-6866 

sa les@spri ngfieid-a rmory.com 
www.sprlngfieid-armory.com 


www.wengerna.com 

Wiggy’s Inc. 

P.O. Box 2124 

Grand Junction, CO 81502 

(866) 411-6465 

email: wiggys@wiggys.com 

www.wiggys.com 


3989 Hwy. 62 West, Suite 3 
Berry\alle, AR 72616 
(870) 423-3319 

sales@wilsontactical.com 

www.wilsontactical.com 
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(opposite page) From left to right: John Higgs, 
an editor at Paladin Press wears a Woolrich 
Elite shirt and sports a DSA FAL SA58 carhine; 
MB wears Woolrich pants, CCW vest; Black 
Hawk Warrior boots; and Wiley X sunglasses 
with Springfield Armory SOCOM MIA and Bur¬ 
ris scope. Asked why he was holding a Bagwell 
Bowie, he replied. “Cause it feels good in my 
hand. ’’ LTC Scoft Blaney, USA (Ret.), Vietnam 
and Desert Storm vet, totes a Sako Finnbear 
.300 Win Mag bolt action rifle and wears a 
Wiggy’s Desert Parka. Behind him is Lynn 
Kartchner, XO for RKB’s Basic Training Co. in 
Ft. Leonard “Lost in the Woods" Wood,MD., 
who hunted with a .338 Winchester Magnum 
which gobbled up Barnes all-copper ZRX bul¬ 
lets. Brown used it to whack a doe and damn 
near could put his fist in the exit hole. “Those 
bullets made a believer out of me and you can 
bet your hippy thaf’s whaf I’ll be using when I 
go for Cape Buffalo. ” Kartchner runs All Safe 
Securify in Douglas, AZ. A Kifaru 8-Man tipi 
serves as a back drop and between RKB and 
Blaney is a two-long-gun airline-quality case 
which RKB swears by, made by Americase. 
RKB commented, “There is no reason why you 
have to have an ugly clunker of a container to 
safely transport your long guns. ” Photo Credit: 
Robert Bernard (below) The SOF crew tested 
a new high calorie energy bar prior to taking 
the tong drive home. It tastes Grrreat! (bottom) 
The Gerber Diesel Mossy Dak tool includes a 
semi-serrated blade, scissors, an improved 
plier head, and the ease of one-handed open¬ 
ing. RKB’s Swiss Army Wenger black/green 
dial commando pilof watch kept perfect time 
and enabled him to get up every day at the 
crack of noon. 



Woolrich Elite from Backyard Outfitter, Inc. 

P.O. Box 84157 

Lexington, SC 29073 

(800) 972-2421 Fax: (803) 808-2384 

www.woolrichelite.com 




Booth 8277 


2 Harris Court, Suite A-4 • Monterey, GA 93940 
Ph 831.373.0701 • Fax 831.373.0903 
sales@)aserdevices.com • www.laserdevices.com 
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FRENCH INTIFADA • Continued from page 70 
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IFimB Tiionn 

©CVHEg ► SOF POLO 

^ luhite embroidepu on black 
100% preshrunk cotton 

M - L - XL (2XL - 3XL Add S2) 

Order online at wvvw.sofmag.com, or call toll free 
800-999-9718 Sizes and quantities are limited. 
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CLOCK ACCESSORIES 


CLOCK Threaded Barrels 

Match grade replacement barrels Maximum cartridge 
support, pre-fit drop in, available in stock, ported and 
threaded. Fits Gemtech suppressors (or similar). 

Tactical Armorers Knife Tool 

LWD in cooperation with Spyderco Inc. 
offers the worlds first ever 
Endura 4 with a 
Clock Armorers Punch. 



LWD Connector 

The Lone Wolf 3.5 lb Connector is 
an improved version of the Glock 
original 3.5. Special features include: 

25% reduction in side thickness provides 
superior reset action, completely pre-polished 
for the smoothest trigger puli, Nidel plated 
for corrosion resistance. 


The Viorid^s Largest 
Supplier of Glock 
Accessories and 
GLOCK OEM parts 

Phone Today! 

208-4370612 



Complete Glock 
' Reference Guide 

the most comprehensive collection of 
Glock information ever offered. 
Over 300 page! Just $29.95 




P.O. Box 3549 
Oldtown, ID 83822-3549 

www.lonewolfdist.com 


rhen There Are The 
“Political Gasbags” 

*1 remember, a few months before 
the riots (2005), I was watching the 
evening news in Paris and some po¬ 
litical appointee in the ministry of the 
interior announced that tomorrow 
there was going to be a raid on various 
banlieus (or maybe one in particular, I 
don’t remember) to root out the drug 
traffickers. To no one’s surprise when 
the raid took place, there were barely 
any drugs to be found. We’re talking 
of a large raid here, several SWAT 
units, lots of “paniers a salade” and 
all the accompanying Law Enforce¬ 
ment Officers with the media in tow; 
many HLMs were searched top to 
bottom. Watching the news the next 
day, I didn’t know whether to laugh 
or cry,” Pons bemoaned. 

“I don’t know why that guy made 
the announcement on TV the day be¬ 
fore; maybe he was an idiot, maybe 
he was sabotaging some colleague, 
who knows. But that sort of thing 
would have been unthinkable just a 
few years before. Politics instead of 
security seems to be driving policy. 

‘The sad thing is that the social 
conditions that enabled (not caused) 
last year’s riots haven’t changed one 
whit, A very basic solution to any 
insurgency/terrorism problem is to 
separate the bad guys from the popu¬ 
lation they operate within. French 
policies, for the time being, don’t 
have an answer for this, especially 
when their answer to unemployment 
is in effect more “dole.” 

Between the sorry media and the 
impotent police, and limp politicians, 
the situation is grim. X 

Next month: Two weapons-and-self- 
defense-instructors assess the situa¬ 
tion. 

Dr. Martin Brass is an international 
lawyer and longtime SOF contributor. 
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T.H.LWalleiMl. 

sianflsFonosTBifiHr jr 

Scaled down version of/I \ 
IH.EiiWallet. Perfect,fbn % 
thosewhowantjustaiit!!^ 
less of a great thing^^ / 


The Pack-Rat 

Drop-In Organizer 

For packs, rucks, etc. 

Keeps all your 
‘essentials in one Jt 
place and ready 


T.H.E.Pack 

Tactical Holds Everything 

.Worid’s toughest assaUl 
pack'bar none. Desigm 
•for extreme use and 
-maximum durability. 


T.H.E. Wallet 

Tactical Holds Everything 

'"^Wallet holds all of 
your essential travel and 
deployment documents. 

Exclusive Shark-Bite" closure - 
quicl^ quiet and durable. 


Ready Fire Mode 

Buttstock Magazine Poach 

Put your ammo whece you '*■ 
need it, for when yoQneedr^ 
it ModeistofitM-16,M4, ' 
allARtyperifles. FAL, SR- '‘■ 
25,AR/0andM-1. 
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WIUIOM 

Single Point Weapon 
Sling 

Quick release design. 
Fast, simple, effective. 


' angle design for fast 

' target acquisitioit. 

i ■ —1 r . 


www.specopsbfafid.coin'' 






m 


Keadvfor action-full 


KeaavTor aaion-njiiy 
modular and adaptable tc 
any mission requirement. 
T.H.B. PACK-Available in: 
Tan, Black, OD, Woodland, 
and 3 Color Desert 


MAMBA 

Combat Rghting Sling 

The choice of professionals 
world-wide. Bunjee feature 
■■i ■ allows wearer to strike 
opponent Also stabilizes #«^ ^* 

■ weapon aiming for run 

and shoot situations - ^ 

SUHGIOI^ ' The ENFORCER : 

3-PoiBt Design Made^’V^ v.r- / ' . ^ ^ TacUcal Entry Sling - 

Bettor; ^ Single pivof 

■ Fully adjustable,quick --^design, for 

release feature', fixed tri- , ^ ambed^nous ^ 

anob rlocinn fnr fact 


v‘t :transitions. Quick release ‘ 
teauture, padded shoulder 
strap; Used by Israeli 
‘ SpecialJ^iice.^ 
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Texas Tactical Supply 

By Law Enforcement for Law Enforcement 

1-877-4POLICE 



A hand ground and hand fitted 
Heavy Duty Tactical Folder. 

Dealer inc|utr«s Invited 


Streamlight M3 Tactical Illuminator 
Without Batteries $99.99 



Benchnta^BlacWiiaK^ife s^Blfe ' Gear, 
tiyumbla River Knife and Toop^QfSfipBewerkz, 
Emerson, EOTECH,First Samco, t^perman, 
Maglite, Magpul, Maxpedition, Nignt Ops, 

\ Pentagon Light, Propper, Safariland, Spyfderco, 

' Streamlight, Strider, Sure Fire, Wiley X, 5.11 

wvvw.texastacticalsupply.com 



Equipment for^militar v; law^enforcefne 
and government agenciSMB 


870.423.7262 • FAX: 870.423.4618 ♦ www.shadowenterprises.net' 


80 


SUPPORT OUR TROOPS! • www.sofmag.cam • soi_Diei=r of= i^oFixuNe ^ boo:7 


















PROFESSIONAL LOCKSMITHING TOOLS 


MONTHLY SPECIAL 


RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 
(INCLDDES 5 ITEMS) 

1-MD-16 DELUXE SET $59.95 

1- SCHALGE WAFER SET $29.95 

1-SESAMEE DECODER $17.95 

1- WKS PICKS $9.95 

1- DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS $19.95 
A VALUE OF $137.75 



FOLDING POCKET PICKSET 


This folding knife 
set has the 
smallest handle 
of any tool of this 
type and yet 
—holds 6 picks and 
a tension tool. Its only 1/4 thick and 
3 inches long. The housing has a 
removable pocket clip, and a hole 



Catalog $3.QQ — FREE with order. Allow three weeks 
delivery on personal check orders. Money Orders ship 
same day received. 

All major credit cards accepted. 


The taw requires all purchases be made in good faith, without 
make believe or fraud by genuine persons within the industry. 


Send Payment To: 

STEVE ARNOLD’S GUN ROOM 
P.O. Box 68, Dept. SF08 
Dexter, OR 97431 
(541) 726-6360 
www.gun-room.com 

Postrae & handling $8.00. Overseas postage add 
30% of total. Must be r 



RDURHCED 

TeCHnOLOGVinc 



Optional Accessories.... 


Tactical Rails Tactical Buttpad Laser & Mount 

^ 14”MS RP *16”MSRP *74”MSRP 

BIB IB 

am 1-1 


Advanced Technology, Inc. 
Stocks and Accessories for 
America's Most Popular Firearms. 


AK 

Marlin 

Rossi 

Enfield 

Mauser 

' Roger 

H&R/NEF 

MosinNagant 

m 

HhFoint 

Mossberg 

Windmter 


Remington 


Advanced Technology, Inc^ 

VersaHieSfKy. 

^ Made in U. 

S.A • lifetime Wanraniy • No Gunsmithihg 
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by Lt. Col. Oliver North, USMC (Ret.) 


Hype and Hope 


Oliver North Is host of '‘War Stories” on the Fox News Channel. The opinions expressed 
below are his own and do not represent the views of Fox News a/7rf/or Soldier Of Fortune. 


WASHINGTON, D.C. - It all sound¬ 
ed too good to be true - and now we 
know that it was. For a few days after 
the midterm elections, leaders of the 
new congressional majority talked as 
if they really wanted to work with the 
Bush administration for the common 
good. But like so much in Washington, 
it’s now clear that was just hype. 

In their first flush of victory, the 
idols of the American left scrambled 
to sound like reasonable, responsible 
legislators who recognized that our na¬ 
tion faces serious challenges. Speaker- 
to-be Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) initially 
described last week’s vote as a mandate 
“to restore stability and bipartisanship” 
in Washington. Senate Majority Leader- 
in-waiting Harry Reid (D-Nev.) said, 
“The only way to move forward is with 
bipartisanship and openness, and to get 
some results ... I want to work with the 
president of the United States.” Unfor¬ 
tunately, rhetoric has now surrendered 
to reality. Nothing has changed. 

The “wake-up call” about how Amer¬ 
ica’s liberal icons will run the 110th 
Congress came late last week when the 
Bush administration urged that John 
Bolton “ currently serving a recess ap¬ 
pointment as our ambassador to the 
United Nations - be confirmed by the 
Senate. The suggestion had barely been 
uttered when Sen. Joseph Biden (D- 
Del.) announced that Bolton, despite 
admirable work trying to protect U.S. 
interests - would be rejected. “I see no 
point in considering Bolton’s nomina¬ 
tion,” he said. 

Though Bolton says he still hopes for 
“a straight up or down vote on the Sen¬ 
ate floor,” lame duck Republicans on 
Capitol Hill have been acting like crip¬ 
pled chickens. When GOP leaders failed 
to rally to Bolton’s cause, triumphal 
Democrats began floating the names of 
potential replacements. Among those 
deemed “acceptable” as U.N. emissar¬ 
ies: former Rep. Jim Leach of Iowa and 
former Democrat Sen. Georgy Mitchell, 
both ardent supporters of the interna¬ 
tional body’s globalist agenda. 

Just to make sure Bush is getting the 
message about how stiff the opposition 
is - and how rudderless his party has 
become - the House of Representatives 
refused to vote on a trade bill that was 
all but assured a week ago. As a result, 


the president arrived in Vietnam for 
the Asian Economic Summit empty 
handed. 

For an additional taste of the way 
things are going to be. Air Force One 
was still heading west when the Senate 
Armed Services Committee summoned 
Gen. John Abizaid, the senior U.S. of¬ 
ficer fighting the global war on terror, to 
appear before them to discuss the next 
steps in Iraq. Though the general argued 
against setting timelines for withdraw¬ 
ing U.S. forces and stated, “the prudent 
course ahead is to keep the troop levels 
about where they are,” it didn’t matter 
to incoming committee chairman Carl 
Levin (D-Mich.). He’s already decided 
that we must “begin a phased redeploy¬ 
ment of our forces within four to six 
months,” 

And, in case anyone has forgotten 
how the legislative branch can make just 
a withdrawal happen, Dennis Kucinich 
(D-Ohio) reminded his colleagues - as 
the president was headed to Vietnam - 
how a hostile, liberal-led, anti-military, 
blame-America-first Congress ensured 
defeat in Vietnam: “There’s one solution 
here,” Kucinich explained, “and it’s not 
to engage in a debate with the president 
... but it’s for Congress to assume the 
full power that it has under the Consti¬ 
tution to cut off funds.” 

Finally, to remove any doubt as to 
where she really stands on cooperat¬ 
ing with Bush on Iraq, Pelosi threw her 
weight behind the most outspoken crit¬ 
ic of the war in the Democrat caucus, 
Rep. John Murtha (D-Pa.) in his bid for 
majority leader. Notably, Murtha com¬ 
mented this week that a proposal made 
by his colleagues was “total crap.” He 
was - for once - not referring to Ameri¬ 
can troops in Iraq, but to suggested eth¬ 
ics reforms. 

The brief post-election hiatus from 
liberal viscera is now over. The left is 
- as it was before Nov. 7 ~ still fervently 
committed to undoing the Bush presi¬ 
dency - whatever the cost. A few name¬ 
plates have been replaced on doors in 
the Pentagon and on Capitol Hill, but 
things are pretty much unchanged. 

While they savor their triumph, the 
Democrats would be wise to consider 
some other things that their new man¬ 
agement will not change: 

• Our porous borders are still a 



Sgt. Dorsel B. Boyer, right, with Dllie North, during 
North’s recent trip to Iraq. Boyer, assigned to 2/2 
Brigade Combat Team, hails from Coshocton, DH. 


major vulnerability and the American 
people know it. 

• Kim Jung II in Pyongyang, Mah¬ 
moud Ahmadinejad in Tehran, Hugo 
Chavez in Caracas and now, Daniel 
Ortega in Nicaragua are still evil des¬ 
pots and will do us great harm if given 
the chance. 

• The jihad being waged against us 
continues and American citizens are 
still the No. 1 target for Islamic radi¬ 
cals. 

If those in thrall over their newfound 
power in Washington really want to 
change things, they should start their 
term of office by reading the Medal of 
Honor citation for Marine CpL Jason 
Dunham. He was killed on April 14, 
2004, shielding his men from an enemy 
grenade with his own body. Heroes like 
Dunham are people who put themselves 
at risk to the benefit of others. Our 
armed forces are full of heroes. And as 
long as our “leaders” in Washington let 
them do their jobs, that’s not going to 
change. ^ 

Oliver North is the host of “War Sto¬ 
ries” on the FOX News Channel To find 
out more about Oliver North, and read 
features by other Creators Syndicate 
writers and cartoonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at wwwxreators. 
com. 

Copyright 2006 Creators Syndicate, Inc. 
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Warn by Camb^t PHats 


PILOT COMMAMDER XVI 

CHROIMOERAPH 


Chase-Durer watches are warn by 
combat pilots af the ISIst Fiyhter 
Squadron^ 34th & 37th Bomb Squadrons, 
USAF Thunderbirds, BSS Weapons School, 
U^Sm Air Farce Academy, U.Sm IVavy Tap Gun 
Pilots and many others. 
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355-6403 PR SAN JUAN ROYALE JEWELERS (787) 287-4715 Rl CRANSTON SALTZMAN’S WATCHES AND MORE (401) 946-0930 TN MEMPHIS DORON DIAMOND 
MERCHANT (901) 763-3921 TX HOUSTON ACE WATCH & JEWELRY (713) 521-4444 LAREDO JOE BRAND (956) 722-0771 UT SALT LAKE CITY STROUD JEWELERS 
(801) 485-7464 VA VA BCH TIDEWATER KEEPSAKE JEWELERS (757) 499-7555 ...FOR OTHER AUTHORIZED DEALERS, CALL 800-544-4365 


Credit Card Orders Call ^ 

800.5aa.a365 ^ 

Ask For Operator 575 f?®", 





























